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GENERAL  

1. DEFINITIONS  AND  INTERPRETATION  

1.1 In  these  Regulations  the  following  terms  shall  (unless  otherwise  required)  have 
the following meanings:  

the וȺʦȇȇǿ WʦɆʻȇʦɆǁ!ה  criteria  set  out  in  Appendix  6; 
 

 וɲǁʻȇˋʦ öȇǁȺˋȇʮ!ה
 
 

 
 וˣǁʦǿȇǿ!ה

 וˣǁˮ řȇǁɲ!ה

 וVǁʮɝȇʻǷǁɠɠ hɴȺɠǁɴǿה
 
 

 
 ו·VVה

Senior leagues under the governance of Basketball 
England, including WNBL One, Division Two Men, 
WNBL Two, Division Three Men, Conference League 
Men.  

Whereby a game is awarded to a team 20 -0 on a 
decision by BE executive staff.  

the Team which plays or is to play or should have 
played a Match (except for a finals Match) but is not 
the Home Team for such Match;  

The National Governing Body for basketball in 
England,  company  number  01429756  with  registered 
office address NSC, Gate 13, Rowsley St, Manchester, 
M11 3FF. 

British Basketball Federation which runs GB 
Basketball in Britain. It liaises directly with FIBA and 
also undertakes  all  aspects  of  the  International  Player 
Registrations.  

 The Basketball League Ltd (company number וVVöה
01998309) with registered office address Unit E3, 
Leicester  Business  Centre,  111 Ross Walk,  Leicester,  LE4 
5HH;  

 

 וVȇɴǸɁ ľȇʦʮɿɴɴȇɠה
 
 
 
 
 
 

 וVȇʻה

a person  at  least  12 years of  age that  has a defined  role 
within  the  Team  (other  than  a Head  Coach,  Assistant 
Coach  or  Player -including  those  that  are not  playing 
in the fixture, not in playing kit) authorised by the 
Crew  Chief  to  sit  on  or  by  the  Team  Bench,  and  be  in 
communication with the Team during the Match, 
including statisticians.  

To risk  a sum  of  money  or  valued  item  on  the  result  of 
an event or competition  

a Player (i) וVʦɆʻɆʮɁ ľɠǁˮȇʦה  eligible  to  play  for  Great  Britain  in 
accordance with the FIBA Regulations; and/or  
(ii) a Player  that  holds  British  Citizenship;  

any וWɠˋǷה  Basketball  club  which  is, for  the  time  being, 
licensed by Basketball England;  

WɠˋǷ Affiliationה  ·ȇȇו the  fee  set  out  at  paragraph  2 of  Appendix  2; 

the וWɠˋǷ ŊȇǸʦȇʻǁʦˮה  person  responsible  for  the  administration  of  a 
Club;  
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 the person appointed as to lead the Team, directing וWɿǁǸɁה
tactics  and  controlling  substitutions,  and  'Coach'  shall 
be deemed to include assistant coaches unless 
otherwise stated;  

WɿɲʣȇʻɆʻɆɿɴʮ Reviewה  ľǁɴȇɠו  Will  consist  of  three  members  of  Basketball  England  
Staff with responsibility for the management of 
competitions.  

 
is a person וWɿˋʦʻ !ɴɴɿˋɴǸȇʦה  appointed  by  Basketball England  or  a Club  

to make public announcements in relation to the 
presentation  of  a game  and  be  responsible  for  playing 
music  and  where  appropriate  other  audio  recordings.  

a person ו¹ǁɲȇ Day ^ȇɠȇȺǁʻȇה  nominated,  in  respect  of  each  Match,  by  the  
Home Club to be responsible for all aspects of the 
Match  (other  than  the  playing  of  the  Match);  including 
hosting officials and responding to spectator issues 
See Appendix 11  

the וWˋʣ WɿɲʣȇʻɆʻɆɿɴʮה  National  Cup  (Men  and  Women);  

 ;a person legally appointed as a director of a Club וɆʦȇǸʻɿʦ^ה

a person וɆʮǸɆʣɠɆɴǁʦˮ ěȷȷɆǸȇʦ^ה  appointed  by  the  Executive  Board  to  be  
responsible  for  disciplinary  matters  related  to  
misconduct.  

each וɆˢɆʮɆɿɴ^ה  division  of  a League  Competition.  

 the country, which an individual regard as their וɿɲɆǸɆɠȇ^ה
natural home. It is the place of abode to which they 
intend to return in the event of their going abroad. 
Everyone has one domicile only. Unlike dual 
nationality, it is not possible to have two domiciles 
under English law;  

hŧ Settlementה  ŊǸɁȇɲȇו The EU Settlement  Scheme  allows  a EEA/EU/Swiss  
National to apply for either settled or pre -settled 
status  to  remain  in  the  UK after  the  1st January  2021. 

the וhɴʻʦˮ ·ȇȇה  entry  fees listed  at  paragraph  1 of  Appendix  2; 

 
the וh˭ȇǸˋʻɆˢȇ Vɿǁʦǿה  executive  board  of  directors  for  the  time  being  of 

Basketball England;  

 the International Governing Body for basketball ו!ÌV·ה
Fédération Internationale de Basketball;  

the וÌV! łȇȺˋɠǁʻɆɿɴʮ·ה  general  statutes,  internal  regulations,  other  rules  
and regulations and decisions of FIBA from time to 
time in force.  
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whereby וɿʦȷȇɆʻ·ה  a team  does  not  fulfil  a fixture  and  the  game 
is listed as 20 -0 to its opponents. ;  

a Player וʦȇȇ !Ⱥȇɴʻ·ה  or  Coach  who  is neither  licensed  by 
Basketball England nor contracted to any Club;  

the ו¹ɿǁɠ ^ɆȷȷȇʦȇɴǸȇה  difference  between  points  for/scored  and  points 
against/conceded;  

 

 ¹ɿˢȇʦɴɆɴȺ Bodyה
hɴǿɿʦʮȇɲȇɴʻו 

the process of obtaining an endorsement from 
Basketball England of an application for a migrant 
licence under the Sports section of the UK Border 
Agency  Points  Based  System  for  Managed  Migration;  

the וÇɿɲȇ WɠˋǷ֫řȇǁɲה  Club/Team  at  whose  venue  a Match  (except  for  a 
finals  Match)  is played  or  is to  be  played  or  should 
have been played;  

Ìɴʻȇʦ-Clubה  řʦǁɴʮȷȇʦו a transfer  between  two  Teams  from  the  same  Club  in  
accordance  with  Regulation  20; 

 

 ÌɴʻȇʦɴǁʻɆɿɴǁɠה
WɠȇǁʦǁɴǸȇו 

 
 וîˋɴɆɿʦ öȇǁȺˋȇʮה

a letter  of  approval  from  another  federation  granting 
approval for a Player to be licensed in England;  

 
The age groups  that  make  up  these  leagues  are Under 
18, Under 16, Under 14 and Under 12  

the וöȇǁȺˋȇ WɿɲʣȇʻɆʻɆɿɴה  National  Basketball  League  
Competitions  together  with  the  British  Basketball 
League;  

 an individual game of basketball played in וāǁʻǸɁה
accordance with these Regulations, forming part of 
the Competitions;  

,the וāǁʻǸɁ ěȷȷɆǸɆǁɠʮה  Crew  Chief, Umpire(s),  the  Table  Officials and  the  
Statisticians;  

 

 וąǁʻɆɿɴǁɠה

 
 ąǁʻɆɿɴǁɠ VǁʮɝȇʻǷǁɠɠה
League  WɿɲʣȇʻɆʻɆɿɴו 

An  individual  who  is a British  or  Northern  Irish  Citizen; 

the  following  competitions:  

a.  Division  One Men,  including  Playoffs;  

b.  Division  Two  Men,  including  Playoffs;  

c.  Division  Three  Men,  including  Playoffs  & 
relegation playoffs  

d.  Conference  League  Men,  including 
promotional playoffs  

e.  Division  One Women,  including  Playoffs;  

f.  Division  Two  Women,  including  Playoffs;  
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ąǁʻɆɿɴǁɠ Basketballה  League 
Ŋʻǁɴǿǁʦǿʮו 

The document  attached  at  Appendix  4 

 

 
the וąǁʻɆɿɴǁɠ WɿɲʣȇʻɆʻɆɿɴʮה  following  competitions  (and  the  following  letter  

codes  will  be  used  to  designate  fixtures):  

A. Division  One  Men,  including  Playoffs;  
B. Division  Two  Men,  including  Playoffs;  
C. Division  Three  Men,  including  Playoffs;  
D.  Conference  League  Men,  including 

Promotional Playoffs  
E. Division  One  Women,  including  Playoffs  
F. Division  Two  Women,  including  Playoffs  
G. National  Cup  Men;  
H. National  Cup  Women;  
N. Under  18 āȇɴחʮ National  Cup;  
P. Under  18 Ƙɿɲȇɴחʮ National  Cup;  
Q. Under  16 āȇɴחʮ National  Cup;  
R. Under  16 Ƙɿɲȇɴחʮ National  Cup;  
S. Under  18 Men's  League;  
T. Under  18 Ƙɿɲȇɴחʮ League;  
U. Under  16 Boys League;  
V. Under  16 Girls League; 
XB. Under  14 Boys League; 
XG. Under  14 Girls League;  
Y. Under  12 Girls League;  
Z. Under  12 Mixed  League;  z 

 ąǁʻɆɿɴǁɠ Competitionsה
öɆǸȇɴǸȇו 

a licence  for  Players, Coaches  and  Bench  Personnel  to 
participate in the National Competitions;  

 ;any Team participating in a League Competition וąǁʻɆɿɴǁɠ öȇǁȺˋȇ řȇǁɲה

ąǁʻɆɿɴǁɠ řȇǁɲ֨ theה  Great  Britain  basketball  team  and/or  England  
basketball  team;  

a Player וąǁʻɆɿɴǁɠ řȇǁɲ ľɠǁˮȇʦה  that  plays  for  the  National  Team; 

a person וąɿɴ-ąǁʻɆɿɴǁɠה  who  is not  a British  & NI Citizen.  

an וąˋʦʮȇʦˮ řȇǁɲה  additional  senior  team  that  operates,  and  is 
registered  with  Basketball  England,  under  the  same 
Club management as a Principal Team;  

the וěȷȷɆǸɆǁʻɆɴȺ !ʣʣɿɆɴʻɲȇɴʻʮה  appointment  of  Match  Officials  in  respect  of  each  
Match;  

 
,Players, Coaches וľǁʦʻɆǸɆʣǁɴʻה  assistant  coaches  and  Bench 

Personnel;  

has the וľȇʦʮɿɴǁɠ ^ǁʻǁה  meaning  as set  out  in  the  Data  Protection  Act  
1998; 
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an וľɠǁˮȇʦה  individual  licensed  by  Basketball  England  to 
participate in a Match;  

 
the וľɠǁˮɿȷȷ WɿɲʣȇʻɆʻɆɿɴה  knockout  stages  of  a League  Competition  at  the  

end  of  the  Regular  Season; 

where וľʦɆɴǸɆʣǁɠ řȇǁɲה  a Club  fields  two  or  more  senior  teams  in  any  
BBL or  NBL Competition,  the  team  participating  in 
the highest League Competition;  

Division וľʦɿȷȇʮʮɆɿɴǁɠ öȇǁȺˋȇʮה  One  āȇɴחʮ Leagues  Only.  

 
The officials וłȇȷȇʦȇȇʮה  shall  be  a crew  chief  and  1 or  2 umpire(s).  

 łȇȺɆɿɴǁɠ֫ɠɿǸǁɠ ɿȷȷɆǸɆǁɠ Where a local/regional person appoints officials for aה
WɿɿʦǿɆɴǁʻɿʦʮו  Home  team,  that  works  with  clubs  locally  often  under  

the  REDD Basketball  England  Program.  

the וłȇȺˋɠǁʦ Ŋȇǁʮɿɴה  Season  up  to  the  commencement  of  the  Playoff  
Competition;  

 

 וłɆȺɁʻ ʻɿ Ƙɿʦɝה

łˋɠȇʮ ofה  VǁʮɝȇʻǷǁɠɠו 

The Right  To Work  is a legal  requirement  for  anyone 
looking to work in the UK.  

the rules promulgated by FIBA from time to time 
according to which the Sport is played throughout 
the world;  

a standard וŊǸɿʦȇʮɁȇȇʻה  form  used  to  record  the  score  in  a Match, 
which also records the participating Players and 
Coaches along with the Match Officials; The 
scoresheet permitted is the Official running 
scoresheet only (FIBA/Non -FIBA Copies permitted)  

the וŊȇǁʮɿɴה  playing  season  which  extends  from  the  first  date 
on which the Competitions involving a Team takes 
place until the last date on which the Competitions 
involving that Team takes place;  

working וŊȇɠȷ hɲʣɠɿˮȇǿה  for  oneself  as a freelance  or  owner  of  a 
business  rather  than  for  an  employer.  Self -employed 
ˣɿʦɝȇʦʮ ǁʦȇɴחʻ ʣǁɆǿ ʻɁʦɿˋȺɁ ľ!ƣh֟ ǁɴǿ ʻɁȇˮ ǿɿɴחʻ 
have the employment rights and responsibilities of 
their  employee  and  are responsible  to  pay  their  own 
PA. 
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 ŊȇɴɆɿʦ Nationalה
Cup  Competitions"  

the  following  competitions:  

a. National  Cup  Men;  and 

b. National  Cup  Women;  
 

 a shareholding of ten per cent (10%) or more in the וŊɆȺɴɆȷɆǸǁɴʻ Ìɴʻȇʦȇʮʻה
controlling company;  

 

 וŊʻǁɴǿǁʦǿ WɿɴʻʦǁǸʻה

 וŊʻǁʻɆʮʻɆǸɆǁɴה

the standard playing contract from time to time in 
force,  as issued  and  approved  by  Basketball  England;  

a person  appointed  by  Basketball  England,  a regional 
representative or Home Club as a statistician in 
respect of a Match; The statisticians shall be an 
inputter and a spotter.  

the וŊˋʦȇʻˮ ·ȇȇה  fees listed  at  paragraph  3 of  Appendix  2; 

a person וřǁǷɠȇ ěȷȷɆǸɆǁɠה  appointed  by  Basketball  England,  a regional 
representative or Home Club as a table official in 
respect  of  a Match;  The table  officials  shall  be  a scorer, 
an  assistant  scorer,  a timer  and  a shot  clock  operator.  

a team וřȇǁɲה  of  Players  representing  a Club  in  a Match;  

 the designated courtside area for members of the וřȇǁɲ VȇɴǸɁה
Teams in accordance with Regulation 37;  

a maximum חחřȇǁɲ ^ȇɠȇȺǁʻȇʮחז  of  21 individuals  made  up  of  the  Players, 
Head Coach, up to 2 Assistant Coach(s) and Bench 
Personnel  

any וřȇǁɲ łȇʣʦȇʮȇɴʻǁʻɆˢȇה  person  nominated  by  a Club  to  represent  its 
interests  at  any  time  during  a Match  (who  shall  not  be 
a Match  Official or  the  Game  Day Delegate, but  may 
be a member of the Team);  

an וřȇǸɁɴɆǸǁɠ WɿɲɲɆʮʮɆɿɴה  appointed  group,  present  at  a fixture  (usually  a 
finals event) who are in place to provide advice, give 
guidance  and  opinion  on  disciplinary  matters  should 
the need arise  

ŧô Antiה -^ɿʣɆɴȺו the body responsible for ensuring sports bodies in  the  
UK are compliant with the World Anti -Doping Code 
through implementation and management of the 
ŧôחʮ ąǁʻɆɿɴǁɠ !ɴʻɆ-Doping Policy;  

ŧô Antiה -Doping  łˋɠȇʮו the  UK Anti -Doping  Rules  (as amended  from  time  to  
time)  as adopted  by  Basketball  England;  

The non וŧɲʣɆʦȇַʮָה  lead  referee(s)  in  a match;  

the ו!^!Ƙה  World  Anti -Doping  Agency;  
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the וƘ!^! Wɿǿȇה  World  Anti -Doping  Code  

Win וƘɆɴ ľȇʦǸȇɴʻǁȺȇה  percentage  is calculated  by  dividing  the  number  
of games  won  by  the  total number of league  games 
available  to  be  played  in  the  league  (games  played  + 
any voided games) and multiplying by 100.  

 
the וƣɿˋʻɁ öȇǁȺˋȇʮה  following  league  competitions:  

a. Under  18 Men's  League;  
b. Under  18 Ƙɿɲȇɴחʮ League;  
c. Under  16 Boys League;  
d. Under  16 Girls League;  
e. Under  14 Boys League;  
f. Under  14 Girls League;  
g. Under  12 Mixed  League;  
h. Under  12 Girls league:  

1.2 Where  the  context  so admits:  

1.2.1  words  importing  the  singular  shall  include  the  plural  and  vice 
versa;  

1.2.2  words  importing  the  masculine  gender  shall  include the 

feminine gender; and  

1.2.3  words importing  persons  shall  include  firms, 
corporations  and unincorporated associations.  

1.3 Reference  to  any  Act,  Statute  or  statutory  provision  shall  include  a reference  to 
that Act,  Statute  or  statutory  provision  as amended,  re -enacted  or  replaced 
from time to time, whether before or after the date of adoption of these 
Regulations, and any former Act, Statute or statutory provision replaced 
(with or without modification) by the Act, Statute or statutory provision 
referred  to  and  any  subordinate  legislation  made  thereunder  respectively.  

1.4 Section,  Regulation  and  Appendix  headings  are  for  ease  of  reference  only  and 
shall not affect the construction of these Regulations.  

1.5 Any reference in these Regulations to the National Basketball League (NBL) 
includes the corresponding Play -Off Competition and Cup Competitions 
unless otherwise stated.  

1.6 The terms  including,  include,  in  particular  or  any  similar  expression  shall  be 
construed  as illustrative  and  shall  not  limit  the  sense  of  the  words  preceding 
those terms.  
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GOVERNANCE  

2. JURISDICTION  

These Regulations  apply  equally  to  all  of  the  National  Competitions,  unless  otherwise 
stated in the Regulations.  

On the  Basketball  England  website,  you  will  find  links  to  Basketball  hɴȺɠǁɴǿחʮ Rules and 
Regulations,  , the  BE Code  of  Ethics  & Conduct,  and  other  Basketball  England  policies 
and procedures (together, the "Basketball Rules"). All relevant documents can be 
downloaded  from  the  Basketball  England  website  and  should  be  read  prior  to  applying 
for  Membership  of  Basketball  England.  The Basketball  Rules  govern  important  issues 
such as anti -doping, safeguarding, whistleblowing, and social inclusion etc. On 
becoming a Member, you and the club committee agree(s) to (i) comply with the 
Basketball  Rules; and  (ii) ensure  that  individual  members  of  your  club  also comply  with 
the  Basketball  Rules  when  taking  part  in  any  Basketball  activity.  

3. DELEGATION  

The Executive  Board  has delegated  responsibility  for  the  National  Competitions  to  the 
Competitions Review Panel. Responsibility for the decisions of the Competitions 
Review  Panel  is vested  in  Basketball  hɴȺɠǁɴǿחʮ professional  officers.  

4. AFFILIATION  

4.1 In  order  to  participate  in  any  of  the  National  Competitions,  a Club  must  be  affiliated  to 
Basketball England.  

4.2 Where  ǁ WɠˋǷחʮ normal home venue  is situated outside  England  that  Club  shall 
ensure  that  it  is affiliated  to:  

4.2.1 Basketball  England;  and  

4.2.2 the  appropriate  governing  body  in  the  country  in  which  its  home  venue  is 
situated,  

PROVIDED  THAT  the  application for affiliation to Basketball England is endorsed and 
approved  by  the  governing  body  referred  to  in  Regulation  4.2.2 above.  

5. NURSERY TEAMS  

5.1 No Nursery  Teams, or  Clubs  having  any  official  or  unofficial  obligation  to  or  connection 
with another Club in the BBL, WBBL, National Basketball League is permitted to 
participate in:  

5.1.1 the  same  Division  as its  Principal  Team  (without  the  prior  approval  of 
Basketball England); and/or  

5.1.2 the  Senior  National  Cup  Competitions.  

5.2 A Nursery  Team  may  contract  directly  with  Players  on  its  behalf  and  novate  such  rights 
under  that  contract  in  favor  of  its  Principal  Team,  PROVIDED  THAT provisions  enabling 
ʻɁɆʮ ǁʦȇ ʮʣȇǸɆȷɆȇǿ Ɇɴ ʻɁȇ ľɠǁˮȇʦחʮ ǸɿɴʻʦǁǸʻ֥ 
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5.3 A Nursery  Team  may  use the  same  team -name  and/or  the  same  home  venue  as that 
of  its  Principal  Team.  Where  a Nursery  Team  does  not  use the  same  home  venue  as its 
Principal  Team,  the  Nursery  Team  must  use a home  venue  within  a 11- mile  radius  of  the 
home venue of its Principal Team.  

5.4 Where  a Club  fields  a Principal  Team  and  Nursery  Team(s)  in  a BBL, WBBL  or  National 
Basketball  League  Competition,  all  senior  players  shall  only  be  licensed  for  one  Team, 
with no movement permitted between the Teams except where a formal transfer 
occurs (in accordance with Regulation 20 below).  

5.5 Notwithstanding Regulation 5.4 above, any Under 23 British Player licensed for the 
Nursery Team, may be listed on the Scoresheet for the Principal Team during the 
Season ַהľɠǁˮ-ŧʣָ֥ו For the  avoidance  of doubt,  there  is no  limit  or restriction  on the  number of  
Matches  an  Under  23 Player  can  Play-Up. Players  licensed  for  the  Principal  Team  are not  
permitted  to  be  listed  on  the  Scoresheet  for  the  Nursery  Team  ַ  ָ֥וľɠǁˮ-^ɿˣɴה

5.6 Any  Under  23 Player  that  plays -up  must  participate  in: 

5.6.1 fifty  percent  (50%)  of  Regular  Season Matches  for  the  Nursery  Team  in  order  to 
qualify  for  the  Nursery  Team  play -off  Matches;  and  

5.6.2 fifty  percent  (50%)  of  National  Cup  Matches  in  order  to  qualify  for  the  Nursery Team 
finals of that tournament.  

For clarity,  this  only  applies  to  players  in  the  Under  23 category,  Under  18 players  are able  to Play 
up in  a senior team without restriction.  

5.7 It  is intended  that  Nursery  Teams  should  primarily  exist  to  enable  young  players  who 
are no longer Under 18, or who are exceptionally talented and therefore unsuited to 
play in the Under 18 competitions, to participate at a higher level. Permission for a 
Nursery  Team  to  participate  in  the  National  Basketball  League  is therefore  dependent 
on the operation of this philosophy, and Basketball England reserves the right to 
withdraw  permission  for  a Nursery  Team  to  participate  in  the  National  Competitions  if 
Basketball  England  is of  the  opinion  (in  its  sole  discretion) that this philosophy is not 
being respected.  

5.8 In  all  other  respects  in  these  Regulations  a reference  to  a Club  shall  be  considered to 
apply equally to a Nursery Team, and Nursery Teams must conform to these 
Regulations  in  the  same  way  as all  other Clubs,  unless  there is  a specific statement  to  the 
contrary.  In particular, a Nursery Team must  always promote its Matches,  as if it is a 
standalone  Club,  and  comply  with  the  National  Basketball  League  Standards.  

5.9 Any Club found to have breached Regulations 5.5 to 5.9 (inclusive) above may be 
disqualified  from  the  particular  Competition  in  which  such  breach  occurred  and  may 
also be fined and/or have League points deducted.  

6. MANAGEMENT  OF CLUBS 

6.1 All  Clubs shall  register  with  Basketball England  the  name  of  the  company  or other  legal 
entity  that  is responsible  for  controlling  the  affairs  of  the  Club,  or  the  names  of  at  least 
three  persons  who  are responsible  for  the  management  of  the  Club.  If the  Club  is under 
the control of a company or other legal entity, this company shall register with 
Basketball  England  the  names  of  the  persons  designated  as Directors  of  that company 
and  submit  a copy  of  its  memorandum  and  articles.  Where  a Club  is not  controlled  by a 
company, the names of the persons responsible for the  
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management  of  the  Club  shall  be  considered  to  be  the  Directors,  and  these  shall  be 
subject to approval by Basketball England.  

6.2 The name of the Club Secretary shall be registered with Basketball England. This 
person may (but need not necessarily) be a Director, and may (but need not 
necessarily) be the secretary of the company controlling the Club. In the case of a 
company,  the  name  of  the  company  secretary  shall  also be  registered  with  Basketball 
England.  All  actions  by  the  Club  Secretary  are deemed  to  carry  the  full authority of the 
club unless and until such time as an action may be countermanded by a mandate 
supported  by a  majority of the Directors.  A Club is  deemed  to  be  responsible  for  actions 
by  its  Directors  relating  to  the  Sport,  (which may include, but is not limited to, public 
statements, letters  to  the  media  and  approaches  to  players  licensed  to  play  for  other 
clubs).  

6.3 No  person  may  be  added  to  or  deleted  from  the  list  of  Directors  of  a Club,  except  by  a 
written  statement  signed  by  a majority  of  the  other  Directors,  or  by  a decision  of the 
company,  unless  such  Director(s)  submit  their  resignation  in  writing.  

6.4 No person  may:  

6.4.1 be  a Director  or a Club  Secretary  of  more  than  one  Club  at  the  same  time;  or 

6.4.2 have  a Significant  Interest  in  more  than  one  Club  at  the  same  time;  or 

6.4.3 have a Significant Interest in a Club and be a Director or Club Secretary of 
another Club; or  

6.4.4 be  a Director  or Club  Secretary  or have  a Significant  Interest  in  one  Club  and  be  a 
licence holder for another Club, except where the Clubs are competing in 
mutually exclusive competitions.  

6.5 Where  a Director  and/or  Club  Secretary  applies  to  be  registered  for  another  Club, such 
application automatically constitutes a statement of resignation as a Director, Club 
Secretary,  or  other  officer  of  the  first  Club,  except  that  where  the  person  is registered 
as a Director of a Club -company, their application to be licensed for another Club 
cannot be approved until such time as they are officially removed from the list of 
Directors  of  that company.  Failure  to  notify  Basketball  England  of dual  membership 
would  be  a breach  of  these  Regulations  and  may  be  referred  to  the  Disciplinary  Officer.  

6.6  A Club  Secretary  may  only  be  replaced  by  a mandate  supported  by  a majority  of the 
Directors,  unless  the  Club  Secretary  resigns,  in  which  case the  existing  Directors  shall 
nominate  a new  Club  Secretary  as soon  as possible.  

6.7 All communications between a Club or Team and Basketball England will be 
conducted through the Club or Team Secretary unless the Club or Team has 
informed Basketball England of a nominated alternative. The Club shall notify 
Basketball England in writing of any permanent or temporary change to the Club 
Secretary.  

6.8  Each  Club  in  the  National  Basketball  League  shall  comply  with  the  National  Basketball 
League Standards and have an adequate level of administration to enable it to 
discharge  the  essential  functions  of  a Club  to  a level  acceptable  to  Basketball  England.  

6.9  Each  club  within  the  National Basketball League  shall  have  a Club  Welfare  Officer  
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and  dedicated  DBS verifier.  Their  details  shall  be  registered  with  Basketball  England 
ǁɴǿ WƘěחʮ ˣɆɠɠ ɲǁɆɴʻǁɆɴ Ǹˋʦʦȇɴʻ ʮǁȷȇȺˋǁʦǿɆɴȺ ʻʦǁɆɴɆɴȺ ʻɿ ǁʻ ɠȇǁʮʻ ǁ öȇˢȇɠ Ҧ ǁɴǿ 
maintain a current enhanced DBS (valid for three years) also supplied to Basketball 
England.  

6.10 Each  Club  in  the  National  Basketball  League  shall  promote,  present  and  develop  the 
Sport to the best of its ability, and at a level of competence and suitability to the 
satisfaction of Basketball England.  

7. TEAM  NAMES  

7.1 All  team  names  are subject  to  final  approval  by Basketball  England.  

7.2 All  team  names  must  include  a specific  geographical  location  (the  county,  city  or  town 
where  the  Team  / venue  is based).  A nickname  can  also be  included  (Rockets, Magic  etc).  

7.3 Any  club  sponsor  names  are subject  to  approval  by  Basketball  England.  The approved 
geographical location, ɴɆǸɝɴǁɲȇ ǁɴǿ Ŋʣɿɴʮɿʦ ˣɆɠɠ Ƿȇ ˋʮȇǿ Ɇɴ VǁʮɝȇʻǷǁɠɠ hɴȺɠǁɴǿחʮ 
official schedules.  

8. FINANCE  

8.1 Each  Club  in  the  National  Basketball  League  must  display  adequate  levels  of  finance 
to  enable  it  to  perform  in  all  respects  in  a manner  that  is consistent  with  its  status.  

8.1.1 All  club  accounts  should  be  uploaded  to  the  clubs  membership  portal  at  time  of 
making  their  teams  national  league  entries  and  when  the  club  applies  for  affiliation  on 1 
September of each playing season.  

8.2 Each Club  shall  keep accounting  records  which:  

8.2.1 are sufficient  to  show  and  explain  the  WɠˋǷʮח transactions;  

8.2.2 are such  as to  disclose  with  reasonable  accuracy,  at  any  time,  the  financial 
position of the Club at that time;  

8.2.3 comply  with  any legal  requirements  applicable  to  the  Club;  

8.2.4 comply  with  such  provisions  as may  from  time  to  time  be  reasonably 
specified by Basketball England; and  

8.2.5 comply with such requirements as are contained in the FIBA Regulations or 
regulations made thereunder from time to time.  

8.3 In  the  event  that  Basketball  England  considers  that  a Club  may  be  unable  to  fulfil its 
obligations under these Regulations then Basketball England shall be entitled to 
require such Club to provide to Basketball England and/or its appointed 
representatives or advisers such accounting records referred to in Regulation 8.2 as 
Basketball England deems necessary.  

8.4 Such accounting records shall be kept confidential by Basketball England and its 
appointed  representatives  and  advisers  save as required  by  law  or  to  the  extent  that  the 
same  are in  the  public  domain  otherwise  than  by  reason  of  a breach  of  the  provisions 
of this Regulation 8.4.  
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9. LIABILITY  

Each Club agrees to indemnify Basketball England (together with its members, 
officers, employees and contractors) from and against any and all costs, damages,  losses, 
expenses  and/or  claims  (including  but  not  limited  to  claims  for  loss of  profit  or  income 
and  reasonable  legal  or  professional  fees) which  may  be  made  by  any  third  party  and 
which  are a consequence,  whether  directly  or indirectly,  of  the  Club not  complying  with 
these Regulations (whether wilfully, negligently by action or omission  or  otherwise 
howsoever)  and  whether  or not  such  loss was  foreseeable  by  Basketball  England  and/or 
the  relevant  Club  at  the  time  of  the  Club's  agreement  to be bound by these Regulation  

 
THE NATIONAL  COMPETITIONS  

10. ENTRANCE  TO THE NATIONAL  COMPETITIONS  

10.1 Approval  

10.1.1 Basketball  England  reserves  the  sole right  to  decide  which  Clubs/Teams  will be 
accepted  to participate in the National Competitions and the Division that  each 
Team  will  compete  in. All  new  teams  must  complete  a New  Team Entry Form 
found  in  appendix  16 and  meet  all  the  requirements  outlined  in  this  document 
and the standards in place.  

10.1.2 Basketball  England  shall  be  responsible  for  the  selection  of  Teams  to  compete 
in the National Basketball League for the following Season, and of Teams to 
compete in  tournaments organised by Basketball England.  

10.1.3 A Club/Team shall be entitled to appeal the decision of Basketball England 
made  in  accordance  with  Regulation  10.1.1 and/or  10.1.2 PROVIDED  THAT such 
appeal is made in accordance with Regulation 49.5  

Any appeal lodged regarding the selection of the teams to compete in 
Basketball England National Competitions should be made in line with 
regulation  49.5. Appeals  associated  with  the  selection  of  teams  will  be  heard by 
the Appeals Panel.  

10.2 Entrance  Fees 

10.2.1  Applications  to  enter  the  National  Basketball  League  must  be accompanied 
with  
payment  of  the  full  Entry  at  the time  of making the league  entry  for  that 
season. 

10.2.2. The Entry  Fee is automatically  forfeited  if  the  Club  withdraws  their  entry.  If entry 
into  any  Competition  is declined  the  Entry  Fee will  be  refunded  in  full.  

10.2.3 All Clubs (must also pay an annual Club Affiliation Fee to be received by 
Basketball England no later than 1 September preceding the season in 
question.  

10.3 Surety  Fees 

10.3.1 All Clubs must place  a Surety Fee on deposit  with Basketball  England  at the  time 
of  making  a league  entry.  For senior  teams  the  cost  is £630.00  for  junior  teams 
the cost is £100.00.  
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10.3.2 Where  a Club  has two  or  more  Senior  Teams  competing  in  the  NBL, it  shall  pay 
an  additional  fee  of  £200  for  each  of  its  'subsequent'  Teams  over  and  above  the 
single Surety Fee it has lodged. Where a club has two or more junior teams 
competing in the NBL, it shall pay an additional £50.00 for each  ʮˋǷʮȇʥˋȇɴʻז 
ʻȇǁɲʮח over  and  above  the  single  surety  fee  it  has lodged.  The single  Surety  Fee 
will always be paid initially  

10.3.3 Where  a Club  has Surety  Fee at  the  end  of  the  Season and  intends  to  participate 
in  the  NBL in the following Season, the Surety Fee will be retained  by  Basketball 
England  throughout  the  close  season  period.  Where  a club  does  not  make  an 
entry into the league, Basketball England will refund the money by BACS. 
However,  where  a club  does  not  fulfil  this  request  by  the  31 December  following 
the  previous  season  the  team  played  within  the  league,  Basketball  England  will 
retain the surety fee.  

10.3.4 Where  a Team  withdraws  from  a competition  the  following  fines  will  apply:  

a)  before  June  30 th  preceding  the  season  in  question,  Basketball  England  will 
refund the surety fee only. After June 30 th  Basketball England shall be 
entitled  to  retain  half  of the  surety  fee. After  the  31st August  Basketball  England 
will retain the surety fee in addition to any fines that may be levied in 
accordance with Regulation 49.16. Any remaining funds will then be 
refunded to the club via BACS.  

10.4 Entry  to  Cup  Competitions  

10.4.1 Entry to the senior competitions shall include automatic entry into Cup 
Competitions  for  which  the  Club  is eligible  unless  the  Club  informs  Basketball 
England  that  it  does  not  wish  to  participate  in  these  Cup  Competitions  at  the 
time  of league  entry;  SAVE IN RESPECT OF Division  1 Men  & Women  and  Division 2 
Men  and  women,  where  participation  in  all  Cup  Competitions  is mandatory.  

10.4.2 Clubs  that  have  not  applied  for  entry  to  the  NBL may  enter  the  National  Cup 
competitions by making an application to Basketball England at the time of 
league entry An entry fee of £100.00 for seniors and £50.00 for junior teams 
must accompany such applications.  

11. CLUB POSITIONS AND  LEAGUE RANKINGS  

11.1 The League  positions  shall  be  determined  by awarding:  

11.1.1 two  points  for  a win  and  zero  for  a loss in  senior  leagues;  and  

11.1.2 three  points  for  a win  and  one  point  for  a loss in  all  age group  competitions.  

11.2 Zero  points  shall be  awarded  for  a Match  lost by  default  or forfeit. In  the event  that a 
Match is lost by default or forfeit, Basketball England may also deduct a number of 
points  as it  considers  to  be  appropriate  in  accordance  with  Regulation  24.3. 

11.3 Games voided due to a force majeure will be listed as 0 -0 and no league points 
awarded to either team.  

12. EQUALITY  OF POINTS 

12.1 In the  event  that  two  or more  Teams  have  the  same  number  of  league  points  at  the  end 
of  the  Season, the  positions  of  such  Teams  in  the  league  shall  be  determined  as follows:  
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12.1.1 Where two Teams are tied,  the result(s) of the Match(es) between the two  Teams 
involved shall determine the positions.  

12.1.2 In the event that the total points scored and conceded are the same in the 
Matches between the two Teams, the positions will be determined by Goal 
Difference taking into account the results of all the Matches played in the 
league by both Teams.  

12.1.3 If more  than  two  Teams  are tied,  the  positions  will  be  determined  by  taking  into 
account  only  the  results  of  the  Matches  between  the  Teams  that  are tied.  

12.1.4 If more  than  two  Teams  are tied  and  where  an  alternative  playing  format  has 
been  approved  at  the  start  of the  season, leading  to  an uneven  amount  of games 
played  between  the  teams  involved,  the  positions  will  be  determined  by  taking 
into  account  only  the  results  of  the  Matches  between the Teams that are tied 
and win percentage will deem the order of the placings and not the total 
number  of  league  points  created  from  the  playing results.  

12.1.5 In the  event  that  there  are still  Teams  tied  after  the  process  set out  in  Regulation  
12.1.3 above,  then  Goal  Difference  will  be  used  to  determine  the  positions,  taking 
into  account  only  the  results  of  the  Matches  between  the  Teams still tied.  

12.1.6 If there are still Teams tied, the positions will be determined using Goal 
Difference from the results of all the Matches played by those Teams in the 
league.  

12.1.7 If at  any  stage  through  the  process  set out  in  Regulations  12.1.3 to  12.1.5 (inclusive), a 
multiple tie is reduced to a tie involving only two Teams, the procedure in 
Regulations 12.1.1 and 12.1.2 will be applied.  

12.1.8 If it is reduced to a tie still involving more than two Teams, the procedure 
beginning  with  Regulation  12.1.3 shall  be  repeated.  

13. PLAYOFFS 

13.1 Senior  Competitions:  

Playoff  Competitions  for  the  āȇɴחʮ and  Ƙɿɲȇɴחʮ National  Basketball  League  will  take 
place  at  the  completion  of  the  Regular  Season  with  Playoff  format  to  be  published  by 
Basketball England  prior to the commencement of the Regular  Season. 

13.2 Age -Group  Competitions:  

Playoff  Matches  will  be  played  as single  leg  matches  on  the  home  courts  of  one  of  the 
competing teams  unless otherwise  decided  by  Basketball England, for  example  a Final 
Four Tournament.  Basketball England will publish playoff formats, prior to the 
commencement of the Regular Season.  

14. PROMOTION  AND RELEGATION  

14.1 Promotion  and  Relegation  is determined  on  final  league  positions  over  the  full  season; 
playoff  and  cup  competitions  are not  considered.  For clarity for leagues with multiple 
divisions,  the  overall  standings  across  the  league  will  be  based  on  win  percentage  that 
also calculates the league positioning to determine standings for teams to apply for 
promotion.  
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14.2 Teams  which  finish  in  first  and  second  places  in: 

14.2.1 Division  Two  Men  may  make  a league  entry  to  join  Division  One  Men;  

14.2.2 Division  Three  Men  may  make  a league  entry  to  join  Division  Two  Men;  

14.2.3 Conference  League  Men  must  win  their  promotional  playoffs  and  may  make  a 
league entry to join Division Three Men  

14.2.4 Division  Two  Women  may  make  a league  entry  to  join  Division  One  Women,  

 
PROVIDED  THAT  such  Clubs  fulfil  the  National  Basketball  League  Standards  for  the 
relevant Division found in appendix 4.  

14.1 Any  Team:  

14.3.1 that  finishes  in  the  bottom  two  places  in  of  Division  One  Men,  or  does  not  meet 
the  National  Basketball  League  Recommended  Standards,  will  be  relegated  to 
Division Two Men;  

14.3.2 that  finishes  in  the  bottom  two  places  of  Division  Two  Men  or does  not  meet  the 
National Basketball League Recommended Standards will be relegated to 
Division Three Men;  

14.3.3 that  finishes  in  the  bottom  two  places  of Division  Three  Men  or does  not  meet  the 
National Basketball League Recommended Standards will compete against 
the  top  two  places  of  the  Conference  League  Men  to  determine  promotion  and 
relegation between the two leagues.  

 
14.3.4 that  finishes  in  the  bottom  two  places  in  Division  One  Women,  or does  not  meet 

the required standards, will be relegated to Division Two Women unless 
otherwise decided by Basketball England.  

14.3.5 that  finishes  in  the  bottom  two  places  (11th  and  12th)  in  the  Jnr.NBL  Premier  level 
competition  or  does  not  meet  the  required  standards  may  be  relegated  to  the 
conference  level at the  same  age group  unless otherwise  decided by  Basketball 
England. Where applicable 11 th and 12 th placed teams will take part in 
promotional  playoffs  in  line  with  regulation  21.5.4 

Relegation  places  are based  on  the  size of  the  league  at  the  start  of  the  season, optimal 
league size is maximum of 12 teams.  

14.2 Basketball  England  shall  be  entitled  to  withdraw  the  licence  of  any  Club  to  play  in  the 
National Basketball League where that Club:  

14.4.1 finishes  in last  place  in  the  lowest  Division  of its relevant  League;  and/or  

14.4.2 finishes in first or second place in Division Two or Division Three Men in two 
successive  seasons or  wins  their  promotion  games  in  Conference  League  Men 
and fails to apply for promotion.  



20   

14.3 The performance of all Clubs with regard to their compliance with these and other 
relevant  regulations  issued  by  Basketball  England  shall  normally  be  reviewed  on  both 
30th November and 31st January during the playing season. Clubs will be advised in 
writing of perceived shortcomings and the remedial action necessary. This will be 
based  on  the  Basketball  England  Standards  Document.  Basketball  England  shall  be 
entitled  to  take  whatever  action  it  deems  appropriate  for  Clubs  consistently  failing  to 
comply with appropriate rules & regulations.  
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15. THE TROPHIES 

15.1 All  trophies  awarded  to  League  and/or  Cup  winners  remain  the  property  of  Basketball 
England. When the winning Clubs have been ascertained, Basketball England will 
present the appropriate trophy to that Club, who will be responsible for  its  return  to 
Basketball  England,  prior  to  1 September  of  the  following  Season, in good order and 
condition.  In  the  event  that  a trophy  is not  returned  by  this  date, Basketball  England 
shall  be  entitled  to  collect  the  trophy,  at  the  cost  of  the  Club.  Basketball  England  shall 
keep the trophies at all other times.  

15.2 Should  a trophy  be  damaged  whilst  under  the  care  or  custody  of  a Club,  the  Club  shall 
be liable to pay to Basketball England either (in the sole discretion of Basketball 
England) (i) an amount equal to the value of the trophy (at the time such damage 
occurred);  or (ii) or an amount  equal  to  the  cost  of complete  repair.  Should  a trophy  be lost, 
destroyed,  or damaged  beyond  repair  whilst  under  the  care  and/or  custody  of a Club,  the 
Club may be required to pay to Basketball England a sum equivalent  to  the  present 
value of the trophy in addition to any other penalty that Basketball England may 
impose.  

15.3 Basketball England will present 18 individual mementoes to the Teams which have 
finished  in  first  and  second  place  in  all  Senior National Competitions.  

15.4 No additional  identical  mementoes  will  be  awarded  or  purchased  other  than  those  set 
out in Regulations 15.3 and 15.5.  

15.5 Basketball England will present mementoes to the Players and Coaches that 
participate in the Cup and Playoff Finals. When a Player or Coach taking part is 
disqualified for misconduct, the memento to which they may be entitled in 
accordance  with  this  Regulation  15.5 may  be  withheld  at  the  discretion  of  Basketball 
England.  

15.6 Where  the hɴǿ ofז   the  Regular  season  Awards  nominations  are applied  to  leagues,  it  is 
compulsory  for  all  teams  to  provide  nominations  and  votes  for  these  awards. This  is a 
mandatory  process  and  any  teams  that  do  not  provide  these  submissions  will  be  fined  
£100.00  in line  with  regulation  49.16. 

16. CUP AND  PLAYOFF FINALS  

Senior  Competitions:  

16.1 Basketball  England  will  arrange  for  the  organisation  and  promotion  of  the  Cup  Finals 
and  the  League  Play-off  Finals  as appropriate.  At  such  events,  Bench  Personnel  must 
be  dressed  in  smart  clothing,  tracksuits  and  denim  are not  permitted  save that  a Team 
manager  and/or  physiotherapist  may  wear  a Team  tracksuit.  

16.2 A Technical Commission will, in respect of each Cup Final and League Playoff Final 
organised by Basketball England, be nominated by Basketball England to take 
responsibility  for  disciplinary  action  and  such  other  decisions  related  to  such  matches 
as may from time to time be necessary.  

16.3 In the event that Basketball England appoints an organisation, Club or individual to 
promote the Cup Final or League Playoff Final on its behalf, such promoter shall be 
responsible  for  providing  benefits  for  each  competing  Club  as agreed  with  Basketball 
England. However, Basketball England shall ensure that the promoter reserves a 
minimum  of  100  tickets  for  any  Cup  Final  and/or  League  Playoff  Final  for  a competing 
Club  to  purchase.  These tickets  shall  remain  available  for  the  
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competing  Clubs  until  10 days prior  to  the  event  unless  otherwise  agreed  with  the event  
promoter.  

16.4 In  addition  to  the  reserved  tickets  made  available  in  accordance  with  Regulation  
16.3 above,  each  competing  Club  will  receive  a maximum  of 21 event  tickets/event  passes 
for  use amongst  the  competitors  and  bench  personnel  of  the  competing  Club.  These 
event tickets/event passes  are not transferable  and must be  held by licensed bench 
personnel.  

Age -Group  Competitions:  

16.5 Junior National Cup and Play -off Finals will be played at a neutral venue unless 
otherwise  decided  by  Basketball  England.  At  such  events,  Bench  Personnel  must  be 
dressed  in smart clothing,  tracksuits  and denim  are not permitted save  that a Team 
manager  and/or  physiotherapist  may  wear  a Team  tracksuit.  

16.6 Basketball  England  will  normally  present  mementoes  to  the  players  and  coaches  that 
participate  in  the  Finals. When  a player  or  coach  taking  part  is disqualified  during  any 
part  of  the  Final,  the  memento  to  which  they  may  be  entitled  may  be  withheld  at  the 
discretion of Basketball England.  

16.7 Each  competing  Club  will  receive  a maximum  of  21 event  tickets/event  passes for  use 
amongst  the  competitors  and  bench  personnel  of  the  competing  Club.  These event 
tickets/event  passes are not  transferable  and  must  be  held  by  licensed  bench personnel.  

PARTICIPANTS  

17. INDIVIDUAL  MEMBERSHIP  & LICENSING 

17.1 All  Participants  in  National  Competitions  must  be  registered  as an  individual  member 
with  Basketball  England  and  pay  the  fee  set out  in  Appendix  2. 

17.2 In addition to Regulation 17.1 above, all Participants in National Competitions are 
required to have a National Competitions Licence (which shall include a current 
passport  photograph)  in  accordance  with  the  fees set  out  in  Appendix  2 

17.3 All  fees are exempt  from  VAT and  are non -refundable  once the  playing  season has  started  

17.4 All  Coaches  including  assistant  coaches  must  hold  at  least  the  Basketball  England  Level 2 
Coach Award, In Division One Men and women,  the Head Coach must hold a 
Basketball  England  Level  3 Coach  Award  prior  to  the  issue of  a National  Competitions 
Licence  save that  this  Regulation  17.4 shall  not  apply  to  Non -National  Coach  who  has not 
previously  been  registered  in  England  provided  however  that  in  subsequent  seasons 
(i.e. after  the  Non -National  Coach's  first  Season  this  Regulation  17.4 will  be  deemed  to 
apply.  

 
17.5 No  player  may  hold  a valid  BE National  Competitions  licence  to  represent  more  than 

one  club  in  any  National  League  Competition.  The only  exemption  to  this  regulation is 
where  an  Under  18 Player  is licensed  to  participate  in  a senior  basketball  competition for 
another club, which does not have its own junior program and their junior age group 
ǸɠˋǷ Ɇʮ ɴɿʻ ǸɿɴɴȇǸʻȇǿ ʻɿ ǁ זʣǁʦȇɴʻח ʮȇɴɆɿʦ ǸɠˋǷ֥ 

17.6 No Coach can be licensed for two Clubs that compete in the same league or 
competition at any one time.  

17.7 A clear,  enhanced  DBS valid  for  three  years (any unclear  DBS certificates  shall  be risk 
assessed individually)  and  approved  safeguarding  training  are required  for  
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anyone  registering  in  regulated  activity  with  children  including,  but  not  limited  to, 
Coaches,  Assistant  Coaches,  Physios  and  Team  Manager.  

17.8 All  licenced  participants  shall  not  accept,  lay or  otherwise  enter  into  any  Bet  with  any 
other party (whether individual, company or otherwise) in relation to the result, 
progress,  conduct  or  any  other  aspect  of  any  basketball  match  or  Competition  under 
Basketball  England  Jurisdiction  or  BBL/WBBL  games  (where  Teams  play  against  these 
teams in a cup competition)  

17.9. All licenced  participants  shall  not  directly or  indirectly solicit, induce,  entice, instruct, 
persuade,  encourage,  intentionally  facilitate  or authorise  any  other  party  to  enter  into  a 
Bet  in  relation  to  the  result,  progress,  conduct  or  any  other  aspect  of  any  basketball 
match  or  Competition.  

17.10 Issue of  Licences  

17.10.1 Each Club shall ensure that all applications for National Competitions Licences are 
ɲǁǿȇ ˢɆǁ VǁʮɝȇʻǷǁɠɠ hɴȺɠǁɴǿחʮ ɿɴɠɆɴȇ ʦȇȺɆʮʻʦǁʻɆɿɴ ʮˮʮʻȇɲ֥ !ʣʣɠɆǸǁʻɆɿɴʮ ɲǁˮ Ƿȇ 
submitted  at  any  time,  and  Basketball  England  will  normally  consider  all  applications 
meeting  the  required  conditions  within  seven  Business  Days. 

17.10.2 Once an application has been submitted, Basketball England may require 
additional documentation to be provided in order for such application to be 
approved,  including  but  not  limited  to:  

a)  A completed transfer request via the BE membership portal where the 
player  (Parent/guardian  must  request  this  if  player  is Under  18) requests 
to leave their current club and the players current club confirms the 
transfer  via the  membership  portal  or if the  7 days lapses  due  to  the  current 
club  the  player  is registered  with  fails  to  confirm  the  transfer  in  the  7 day 
window  for the player to leave their cub.  

b)  a completed  International  Clearance  Request  Form;  if  a player  has been 
registered with a National Federation outside of England, it is the 
responsibility of the Club to send this information to British Basketball 
Federation  (BBF) 

 
c)  A Confirmation of Amateur Status form; if a Non -National player 

competes  in  Division  Two  Men  or  lower  or  Division  One  Women  or  lower, 
they  must  confirm  that  they  have  never  played  in  a professional  league  or 
are attempting  to  play  in  a professional  league  in  the  future.  Definition  is in 
appendix  10. 

d)  such other documents as may be requested or required by Basketball 
England  (such  as, by  way  of  example  only,  a valid  Disclosure  and  Barring 
Service check); and  

e)  in  the  case of  a senior  or  U20  Non -National  Player  / Coach,  valid  UK entry 
documentation (Work Permit/Certificate of Sponsorship and or Visa), 
photocopy  of  a valid  passport  and  a signed  valid  contract  where  applicable 
(in  accordance  with  Regulation  17.7.13 below).  

f)  All  officials  must  submit  proof  that  they  have  the łɆȺɁʻ toז   ˣɿʦɝח in  the  UK, 
ʻɿ ʣȇʦɲɆʻ ʻɁȇɲ ʻɿ ˣɿʦɝ Ɇɴ ǁ זʮȇɠȷ-ȇɲʣɠɿˮȇǿח ɲǁɴɴȇʦ֥ Proof of this is 
required at time of making a licence application.  
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17.10.3 Payment must be made in full to Basketball England for all National 
Competitions Licence applications prior to approval.  

17.10.4 In  the  event  that  Basketball  England  approves  an  application,  the  licence  will 
normally be issued with effect from the date that the approval was given. 
!ʣʣʦɿˢȇǿ ɠɆǸȇɴǸȇʮ ַ^ɆȺɆʻǁɠ öɆǸȇɴǸȇʮָ ˣɆɠɠ Ƿȇ ǁˢǁɆɠǁǷɠȇ ɿɴ ʻɁȇ זVǁʮɝȇʻǷǁɠɠ 
hɴȺɠǁɴǿחʮ Membership  ʣɿʦʻǁɠ֥ח The approval  and  issue of  a licence  can  only be 
undertaken  on  Business  Days between  the  hours  of  9.00  a.m. - 5.00  p.m.  

17.10.5 Once a National Competitions Licence has been approved and issued, the 
participant  becomes  eligible  to  participate  in  National  Basketball  League  or Cup 
Matches.  By participating  obtaining  a licence,  the participant:  

a)  accepts  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  of  Basketball  England  and  agrees 
to  abide  by  its  rules  and  regulations  and  the  Code  of  Ethics  and Conduct;  

b)  agrees  to  comply  with  the  UK rules  anti -doping  regulations  and  penalties 
in force from time to time for the official competitions of Basketball 
England and FIBA;  

c)  agrees  to  submit  to  doping  control  tests  and  to  abide  by  the  respective 
anti -doping regulations as appropriate; and  

d)  ǁȺʦȇȇʮ ʻɁǁʻ VǁʮɝȇʻǷǁɠɠ hɴȺɠǁɴǿ ɲǁˮ ȷɿʦˣǁʦǿ ʻɁȇ ʣǁʦʻɆǸɆʣǁɴʻחʮ ľȇʦʮɿɴǁɠ 
Data to FIBA and/or UK Anti -Doping for use in connection with doping 
control.  

 
17.10.6 A Player  who  was  previously  registered  in  any  other  country  is not  permitted  to 

play  in  the  Basketball  England  National  Basketball  League  Competitions  until 
clearance has been received from that country in accordance with the 
regulations of FIBA.  

17.10.7 Where  Basketball  England  (in  its  sole  discretion)  considers  there  to  be  any  doubt 
as to the national status of the person concerned, all relevant documents 
should be submitted to Basketball England so that Basketball England can 
ǿȇʻȇʦɲɆɴȇ ʻɁǁʻ ʣȇʦʮɿɴחʮ ɴǁʻɆɿɴǁɠ ʮʻǁʻˋʮ֥ 

17.10.8 Basketball England reserves the right to decline to license a person for any 
particular Club(s), at its sole discretion; similarly, it may choose to cancel or 
suspend  a licence  for  any  person  at  its  sole  discretion.  

17.10.9 Failure  to  comply  with  any  of  the  conditions  relating  to  licensing  will  render a 
person ineligible to represent that Club  

17.10.9.1  When a team fields an in -eligible participant as they have not 
complied  with  regulation  17 as a whole,  the  game  will  be  awarded  20 -0  to  the 
opposing team, with the coach to face, further disciplinary action in line with 
the Discipline code.  A fine will also be applied in line with regulation 49.16  

17.10.10 No licence  will  be  issued  for  a NON -National  (that  is being  paid  to  play  or  coach 
unless a current Work Permit and/or Governing Body Endorsement and/or 
Certificate  of  Sponsorship  has been  issued  by  Basketball  England  and  the  UK 
Border Agency and is accompanied by a signed valid employment contract. 
Only teams in Division One Men may apply to Basketball England for a 
Governing Body Endorsement using one of the appropriate  forms  set  out  at 
Appendix  6. Save for  a player  or coach  who  has the  (appropriate)  right  to  work  as 
a professional  sportsperson  in  the  UK on  their  current  entry  clearance  into  the 
UK. 
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17.10.11  Basketball England will only support the issue of Work Permits and/or 
Governing Body Endorsements and/or Certificates of Sponsorship by the UK 
Border  Agency,  for  Players  and Coaches that  meet the  Agreed Criteria and for  no 
other personnel. Work Permits and/or Governing Body Endorsements and/or 
Certificates  of  Sponsorship  and  the  granting  of  Non -National  Licences  will 
not  be  supported  by  Basketball  England  for  any  Club  that  is not  in  good  financial 
standing with Basketball England.  

17.10.12 For a licence to be issued for NON -National Players or Coaches in Amateur 
Leagues, documentation must be provided to Basketball England which 
demonstrates  that  such  Player  and/or  Coach  holds  appropriate  entry  clearance 
into  the  UK. A licence  will  not  be  issued  for  a Player  and/or  Coach  who  does  not 
have  leave  to  remain  in  the  UK. A declaration  of  Amateur  status  is also required 
for  Non -National  (Players  or  Coaches,  background  checks  will  be  carried  out  by 
Basketball England to determine whether or not the player meets amateur 
status  requirements  (listed  in  appendix  10) to  be  licensed  for  Basketball  England 
Competitions in line with Home Office rules of Amateurs playing in Amateur 
Leagues.  At  any point during the season,  Basketball  England  reserves  the  right to  
remove  a Player  / WɿǁǸɁחʮ licence  if  they  are found  to  be  in  breach  of  this  rule 
and  action  may  be  taken  in  line  with  17.10.9.1 for  any  fixture  in  which  the  player 
has played, where their licence status should have been ineligible.  

17.10.13 The number  of  licences  that  may  be  issued  to  a Club  is restricted  in  accordance 
with  Regulation  18 below.  In  the  event  that  a Club  which  has a full  quota  in  any 
category wishes to license an additional person in that same category, the 
application  for  the  additional  licence  must  be  accompanied  by  confirmation  of 
their new status. Such person is ineligible to represent a Club once the new 
application is received by Basketball England.  

17.11 Validity  of  Licences  

17.11.1 Prior  to  the  start  of  the  Season, all  Clubs  should  submit  via Basketball  hɴȺɠǁɴǿחʮ 
online registration system applications, accompanied by any other required 
documents, for persons they wish to license in the forthcoming season (in 
accordance  with  Regulation  17.1 above).  If a person  or Club  submits  more  than  one 
licence  application  in  the  course  of  a Season, without  having  been  first  released 
or  transferred,  they  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  misconduct  in  accordance  with 
Regulation  49.1. Applications  will  be  considered  by  Basketball  England,  and  a 
licence granted for each application that Basketball England deems to be 
acceptable.  

17.11.2 Persons  may  be  licensed  at  any  time  during  the  season  up  to  31 January.  To be 
eligible  for  consideration,  an  application  for  a Player's  licence,  accompanied  by 
the  relevant  documents  and  fees, must  be  received  by  Basketball  England  on 
or  before  31 January  of  the  Season  in  question.  Thereafter  licence  applications 
can  only  be  considered  in  respect  of  Coaches  and Bench Personnel, and in such 
cases only  bona -fide  applications  will  be approved. The exception  to  this rule  is 
for new registrations for age group conference  teams  and  Intra Club Teams. 
Please see below:  

(a)  A player  can  be  registered  for  an  age  group  conference  team,  in  which 
compete  within  the  conference  leagues  and  where  a new  registration 
can  be  applied  for  up  to  the  last  game  of  the  regular  playing  season; no 
transfers are permitted from club to club. The player must not have 
been  registered  previously  with  Basketball England  or registered  for  the 
last  two  seasons for  any  BE National  League  Competitions  or  any  other 
International Federation that is recognised with FIBA  
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(b)  Junior  age  group,  Intra  club  transfers  are permitted  within  a club  up  to 
seven days prior to the end of the season for their new transfer team 
based within  the  club  and must meet regulation 20.11  

17.11.3 Players  playing  in  all  leagues  may  be  licensed  to  participate  in  a competition  prior 
to 31st January however their work permit, Governing Body Endorsement / 
Certificate  of  Sponsorship  & Entry  Clearance  / International  Clearance  / Transfer 
Form  can  arrive  after  this  date.  In  all  cases the  person  does  not  become  eligible 
to  coach/play  until  such  time  as work  permit  Governing  Body  Endorsements  / 
Certificate  of  Sponsorship  & Entry  Clearance  / International  Clearance  / Transfer 
Form  is received.  

17.11.4 A person  does  not  become  eligible  to  represent  a Club  until  their  application  has 
been approved by Basketball England. The arrival of any application via 
Basketball  hɴȺɠǁɴǿחʮ online  registration  system  does  not  in  itself  guarantee  the 
eligibility of the person concerned.  

17.11.5 To be  valid,  a licence  must  be  issued  and  endorsed  for  the  Season, Club  and  Team 
in question.  

17.11.6 No Player  licence  applications  may  be  received,  and  no  transfer  may  take  place 
after  11.59pm on  the  31st January  until  the  end  of  the  Season. The exception  to 
this rule is for new registrations for age group conference teams in line with 
regulation  17.11.2 (a) 

17.11.7 In respect of calculating the deadlines set out in these Regulations the 
European  Convention  on  the  Calculation  of  Deadlines  applies,  which  provide 
that when a deadline expires on a Saturday, Sunday or public holiday, it is 
extended  to  include  the  very  next  working  day. (unless  otherwise  stated).  

17.12 Licence  Cards  

17.12.1 Before  each  Match,  the  Club  must  present  to  the  referee  and  Scorer  the  licence 
cards  of all  Players who  are to  play  in  the  Match.  The last  three  digits  of the  licence 
numbers  must  be  inscribed on  the  Scoresheet. In  addition, the  licence  cards  of 
the  Coaches  and  Bench  Personnel must  also be  present  for inspection. This can 
be  done  by  either  presenting  the  digital  licences  on  a laptop/tablet/smart  phone 
or  printing  the  licences  page  off  IN COLOUR and  presenting  to  the  crew  chief 
The following processes can be followed in obtaining licence cards:  

Option  1: Print  the  licence  cards  from  the  portal  and  change  the  settings  on  the 
printer to print more than one on a page  

Option  2: Screenshot  the  licence  card  from  the  computer,  put  it  on  a word 
document and  lay them out  as required  and then print off  

Option  3: Take a phone  screenshot  of  each  licence  card  and  then  present  at  the 
game  

Option  4: Present  the  licence  cards  via the  portal  at  the  game  

17.12.1.1  Before each Match, all Officials must present their licence card if 
requested by the teams involved, listing the last three digits of the licence 
number to be inscribed on the Scoresheet.  

17.12.2 Licence  cards  are categorised  as set out  in  Appendix  1. 

17.12.3 Only  persons  holding  a Coach  Level 2 or  above  qualification  can  licence  and  
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act  as the  Coach  or  assistant  coach.  Only  persons  holding  a referee  licence  and 
relevant  qualification  to  the  league  they  are officiating  in  can  act  as a referee. 
Only persons holding a table official licence and relevant qualification to  the 
league  they  are officiating  in  can  act  as a table  official. Only  persons  holding  a 
ʮʻǁʻɆʮʻɆǸɆǁɴחʮ licence  and  a qualification  can  act  as a statistician.  

17.12.4 Failure  to  comply  with  Regulations  17.10.5 to  17.10.6 (inclusive)  may  result  in  a fine 
and/or possible forfeiture of the Match as determined by the Competitions 
Review Panel. At matches organised by Basketball England, the Technical 
Commission will decide the eligibility of a person to participate in the event.  

17.12.5 In  the  event  of  a valid  licence  not  being  produced  for  a Player,  Coach  or  Bench 
Personnel that person shall not be permitted to participate in the Match in 
question.  A valid  licence  card  is described  in  regulation  17.9.1 

If it  is declared  that  a player  will  arrive  after  the  tip  off  time  but  during  the  Match, 
then  the  player  subsequently  fails  to  arrive,  the  Table  Officials  must cross the 
name of that player off the Scoresheet.  

17.12.6 The Crew  Chief,  should  review  the  licence  cards  and  accept  the  licence  of  the 
individual as proof of eligibility. Should  any challenge be made to the validity 
of  such  licences,  this  should  be  reported  to  Basketball  England  Competitions 
department within 24  hours  of the fixture  taking place.  

17.13 Loss of Licence  

17.13.1 A team  that  withdraws  from  a competition  shall  automatically  lose  its  licence 
to compete, and any application in future seasons will only be considered for 
the lowest available division.  

17.13.2 Teams that have been accepted into a Competition, and who subsequently 
withdraw, will be fined and the Surety Fee may be retained by Basketball 
England  in  part  or  in  full  acting  in  its  sole  discretion,  in  addition  to  any  fine  that 
may be levied.  

17.14 Player  Retirement  and  Return  to competition  
As part  of  the  UKAD  Assurance  requirements  please  see Appendix  12 for  the  Formal 
Player  Retirement  and  Return  to  Competition  Policy  in  place  for  players  in  our  testing 
pool at International and National Level and they wish to end their competition 
playing licence with Basketball England.  

 
 

18. ELIGIBILITY  

Senior  Competitions:  

18.1 Players may  play  in  Senior  Competitions  having  attained  their  15th  birthday.  

18.2 Subject  to  the  remaining  provisions  of  Regulation  18, a Team  shall  only  be  able  to  field  a 
maximum of one NON -National Type 1  Player  listed  in  appendix 10 in  any Match.  

In  Division  One  Men  for  any  Match  in  the  League  competition  a Club  can  register  on 
the  Scoresheet a  maximum  of  two  NON -National  Type  1 Players  (see Appendix 10  for 
Ƿʦȇǁɝǿɿˣɴָ֥ Ìɴ ǁǿǿɆʻɆɿɴ֟ ^ɆˢɆʮɆɿɴ ěɴȇ āȇɴחʮ ʻȇǁɲʮ ǁʦȇ ʣȇʦɲɆʻʻȇǿ ʻɿ ʣɠǁˮ ʻˣɿ ąɿɴ- 
National  Type  1 Players  in  all  rounds  of  the  National  Cup  competition  
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regardless  of the  level  of team  they  are to  play  against,  for  clarity,  teams  in Division  Two  and 
below can only field One Non National Type 1 Player should they compete against a 
Division  One  Mens  Team  in  the  National  Cup  in  any  round.  

18.3 All Division One Men Non -National Type 1 (See appendix 10 for breakdown) 
players/coaches must have a valid contract of employment as a basketball 
player/coach  with  their  club  in  order  to  be  classified  in  the  appropriate  category.  Clubs 
are reminded  that  they  are responsible  for  the  operation  of  PAYE & NI requirements 
for  all  employees  and  Basketball  England  may  require  documentary  evidence  to  verify 
that where such a contract of employment exists, the due statutory procedures are 
being followed.  

18.4 All  regulations  regarding  FIBA International  Clearance  will  also  apply  to  National  and 
Non -National players.  

18.5 After  a person  has been  licensed  for  a Season, they  cannot  apply  to  alter  their  national 
status during the course of that Season.  

18.6 During  the  course  of  the  Season: 

18.6.1 Clubs in Division One and Two Men may licence a maximum of four Non - 
National  Type  1 (Please see Appendix  3 for  breakdown)  Players; and  there  is no 
limit on  the  number of  Non -Nationals Type  2 players  listed  in  appendix 10.  

18.6.2 Clubs  in  the  Division  Three  Men,  Conference  League  Men,  Division  One  and  Two 
Women  may  licence  a maximum  of  three  Non -Nationals  Type 1 Players  (please 
see appendix  10 for  breakdown)  and  there  is no  limit  on  the  number  of  and  there 
is no  limit  on  the  number  of  Non -Nationals  Type  2 players  listed  in  appendix  10. 

The requirements  of  Regulation  18.2 must  be  satisfied,  and  a licence  must  be  cancelled 
before  an alternative  licence  may  be  issued.  Where  a licence  is cancelled  by  virtue  of  the 
application of this  Regulation 18.6,  the  Player  shall  become  a free agent, unless they 
currently  hold  a standard  form  contract  which  has been  deposited  with,  and  approved 
by, Basketball England and continues to be honored by the Club. Rotation of Non -Nationals 
Type 1 (Please see appendix  10 for  breakdown)  Players can  take  place  PROVIDED THAT a 
Team  does  not  exceed  the  quota  of  Non - Nationals type  1 (Please see appendix  10 for 
breakdown) Players allowed by Regulation  18.2 in  any  one  Match.  

18.7 A Club is permitted to license a maximum of one Non -National Coach per Team 
providing  they  meet  and  fulfil  UK Visa and  Immigration  requirement.  Any  Team  that 
has a Non -National  Coach  must  also  have  a National  assistant  coach  and  authorised 
by Basketball England.  

18.8 Licences can only be issued for Participants who are present in the  UK. Whenever a 
person  holding  a senior  competitions  licence  is absent  from  England  for  a continuous 
period  in  excess of  30  days during  the  period  1 September   ֽ31 March,  their  licence  shall 
automatically  be  suspended,  and  cannot  be  activated  again  until  after  the  following  31 
May save where a new  licence application  is received  by Basketball  England.  

18.9 In  order for a  licence  application to  be  considered,  the individual must  be  present in 
the  UK at  the  time  of  such  application.  For the  avoidance  of  doubt,  applications  will  not 
be  considered  or  approved  by  Basketball  England  in  respect  of  individuals  who  remain 
outside  of  the  UK and  intend  to  enter  the  UK at  a later  date.  
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18.10 A Player who was previously registered in any country other than the UK is not 
permitted  to  play  in  any  national  competition  until  clearance  has been  received  from 
that  country  in accordance with the  regulations of  FIBA. 

18.11 The regulations of FIBA prohibit players / coaches being registered until they are 
present  in  the  UK. It  is permissible  for  a Club  to  make  an agreement  with  an  individual, 
prior  to  his  or  her  arrival  in  England,  so as to  secure  exclusive  rights  for  their  services. 
Basketball England shall have the sole right to interpret, enforce or annul any such 
agreement at its sole discretion.  

18.12 Where  an  individual  holds  two  or more  legal  nationalities,  his/her  eligibility  to  play  in the 
National Competitions shall be determined in accordance with Regulation  
18.1. Where  that  individual  is eligible  to  play  as a British  Player,  he/she  shall  declare (if 
eligible) in writing before he/she is registered for the National Competition that if 
summoned to represent the relevant National Team for Great Britain, England, 
Scotland  or  Wales,  he/she  will  play  for  that  Team.  

18.13 Basketball  England  may,  in  its  absolute  discretion,  refuse  to  issue a licence  to  any  Player, 
Coach, Match  Official or Bench Personnel. Any such  refusal shall be subject  to  Basketball 
hɴȺɠǁɴǿחʮ appeals  procedure  as set  out  in  Regulation  49.5. 

18.14 Asylum  seekers  and  refugees  may  be  licensed  as British  Players  if  the  Player  has been 
granted  asylum  or  refugee  status  in  the  UK, proof  of  being  granted  asylum  or  refugee 
status is required to be uploaded in the membership portal, in the visa section. This 
will be at the sole discretion  of Basketball England and reconsidered on an annual 
basis. 

18.15 In  order  to  participate  in  the  Final  of  the  National  Cup,  a Player  must  be  registered  with 
Basketball  England  no  less than  seven  days  prior  to  that  Match.  In  the  event that the 
aforementioned  seventh  day  falls  on  a weekend,  the  Player  must  be  registered  by  the 
Friday prior to the seventh day (i.e. eight or nine days before the Match) in order to 
participate in such Match . 

Age -Group  Competitions:  

18.17. Eligibility  for  all  Junior  Leagues and  all  Junior  National Cup:  

(i)  Junior  Age  Groups:  ages of players  taken  at  1st Sept  of each  season  

(ii)  At  the  U12 are group - minimum  age permitted  is for  the  player  to  be  attaining 
their  10th  birthday  from  the  1st September  of  each  academic  year. 

(iii)  At the Under 14 age group - minimum age permitted is for the player to be 
attaining  their  11th  birthday  from  the  1st September  of  each  academic  year. 

(iv)   At the Under 16 age group - minimum age permitted is for the player to be 
attaining  their  13th  birthday  from  the  1st September  of  each  academic  year. 

(v)   At the Under 18 age group - minimum age permitted is for the player to be 
attaining  their  15th birthday  from  the  1st September  of  each  academic  year. 

(vi)   A player can apply for exemption in line with the  Basketball England 
Eligibility and Participation Exemption Policy. A player, along with their 
representatives must complete the Eligibility and Participation Exemption 
form  and  provide  all  supporting  evidence; 
https://basketballengland.wufoo.com/forms/r1kkr07x0bcddgv/   ɐ

(vii)  There  are no  restrictions  on  the  number  of Non -National  players  in  a Team.  

https://basketballengland.wufoo.com/forms/r1kkr07x0bcddgv/


30   

(viii)  Teams  must  field  a minimum  of 8 players  and  have  a designated  head  coach  to 
fulfill the entire season for that age group team.  

(ix)  A Player  who  is licensed  with  Basketball  England  to  play  for  a Junior  Club  may 
also license with Basketball England to play for a different Club in order to 
participate in the senior competitions if his/her Junior Age Group Club is not 
connected  to  a 'parent'  Senior  Club, provided  that  the  senior  club  does  not  have 
their  own junior outlet.  This is subject to  the  written approval of both  Clubs.  

(x)  A Player  who  is licensed  with  Basketball  England  to  play  for  a Junior  Age  Group 
team  which  also  has a 'parent'  senior  team  may  only  play  for  that  senior  team 
in the National Competitions.  

(xi)  Where  a Junior  Age  Group  player  is licensed  to  play  in  the  senior  competitions 
for  a Club  that does not have  a team  in  the  Under 18  competitions,  the  Player 
may  also play  for  a different  Club  in  the  Junior  Age  Group  competitions  provided 
that  such  Club  does  not  have  a senior  team  in  the  National Competitions.  

(xii)  A club not competing in the Under 18/Under 16 Leagues may license up to a 
maximum  of  15 players  for  the  Under  18 or  Under  16 National  Cup.  

(xiii)  Zone/Combination Defences are permitted at the Under U16 and Under 18 
conference  level  competitions  in  quarters  one  and  three.  Man  to  Man  Defence 
can  be  played  throughout  but  is mandatory  in  quarters  two  and  four.  There  are 
no  restrictions  for  premier  level  competitions  (this  includes if there is just one 
tier of one competition for female junior leagues). Where two teams meet in 
playoffs or cup competitions and one team is conference  level  and  the  other 
team  is premier  level,  the  game  will  be  bound  by the highest of the two leagues 
rules  and  therefore,  zone  defence  can  be  played  throughout  the  game,  as per 
premier level rules at this  age  group.  

(xv)  Zone / Combination defences are not permitted in Under 14 and Under 12 
competitions. Man to Man defence is mandatory.  

(xvi)  An in -Game Sanction is to be applied in a fixture for teams that are in breach 
of playing a zone defence and not man to man defence,  when this type of 
defence  is not  permitted  at  their  respective  age  group  competition.  This is to 
be administered via the referees  where applicable.  Please see appendix 15.  

(xvii)  All Under 14 Girls and Boys Conference games must play to the rules of the 
Basketball  hɴȺɠǁɴǿחʮ All  Must  Play Rule, this format can be  seen in Appendix  7 for 
this  age  group  and  use the  Rotational  Schedule  in  Appendix  8. Should  there  be 
no  conference  competition,  where  teams  in  one  competition,  they will  play  to 
the  highest  level  rules,  i.e. premier.  

(xviii)  All  age  group  regional  league  games  with  the  exception  to  the  Under  16 Boys 
Regional  league  must  play  to  the  rules  of  the  Basketball  hɴȺɠǁɴǿחʮ All  Must  Play 
Rule single, this format can be seen in appendix 7 for this age group and use 
the Rotational Schedule in Appendix 8.  

(xix)  All Under 12 Girls and Under 12 Mixed leagues must play to the rules of the 
VǁʮɝȇʻǷǁɠɠ hɴȺɠǁɴǿחʮ !ɠɠ āˋʮʻ ľɠǁˮ łˋɠȇ ŊɆɴȺɠȇ ʻɁɆʮ ȷɿʦɲǁʻ Ǹǁɴ Ƿȇ ʮȇȇɴ Ɇɴ 
appendix 7 and 8 for this age group and also use the Rotational Schedule  in 
Appendix  8. 



31   

(xx)  The age  group  restrictions  are applied  to  Junior  teams  and  ages permitted to 
play  at  an  age  group  can  be  found  in  appendix  1: Licence  Cards  and  Age  Group 
Eligibility  

 
 

(xxi)  An U18 Player  who  is licensed  with  Basketball  England  will  be  limited  to  play  (and 
be licensed) for only two teams at any one time, this includes play in all 
competitions.  (BBL, WBBL  Senior  and  Junior  NBL). The two  age  group  teams 
cannot  be  at  the  same  age  group;  it  must  be  two  separate  age  groups/senior 
competitions.  

18.18 When  a player  under  18 years of  age  is disqualified  from  a match,  a designated  coach  or 
bench personnel who is licensed to the team and club must accompany the 
disqualified  player  out  of  the  sports  hall  and  remain  with  them.  If there  is no  such  coach 
or bench  personnel  available,  the  player  must  remain  in  the  hall  way  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  court  to  their  bench  and  must  not  intervene  or  communicate  with  either  team 
or  the  officials.  If the  disqualified  player  is to  remain  in  the  hall,  any further  intervention 
or  incidents  will  be  taken  into  account  in  any  disciplinary  investigation  after  the  match.  

19. CONTRACTS 

19.1 All  National  Competition  Licences  expire  on  the  last  day  of  the  Season  in  question in 
accordance with the official calendar of Basketball England.  

19.2 After  expiry  of  any  licence:  

19.2.1 a non -contract Player shall become a Free Agent and may subsequently be 
licensed  or  contracted  by  any  Club.  Any  Club  for  which  the  Player  was  formerly 
licensed  shall have no entitlement to request any compensation for  the  ľɠǁˮȇʦחʮ 
services; 

19.2.2 a Player  who  has been  subject  to  a Standard  Contract,  as issued  and  approved 
by Basketball England, which expires prior to the start of a forthcoming  Season, 
shall  become  a Free Agent  and  may  subsequently  be  licensed  or  contracted  by 
any Club. Any Club for which the Player was formerly licensed shall have no 
entitlement  to  request  any  compensation  for  the  ľɠǁˮȇʦחʮ services; and/or  

19.2.3 a Player who is subject to a Standard Contract which extends into the 
forthcoming  Season  shall,  except  by  agreement  of  his  Club,  only  be  licensed  for 
that Club in the forthcoming Season.  

19.3 A Free Agent  may,  subject  to  FIBA Regulations,  sign  an  application  for  a Competitions 
Licence at any time, and for any Club, except during the period 1 February to 31 May 
each  year, or  as otherwise  restricted  by  other  rules  and/or  regulations,  and  any  Club  for 
which he was formerly licensed shall have no entitlement to request any 
compensation.  

19.4 A Club  may  at  any  time  release  a non -contract Player  and  shall  notify  the  Player  of  such 
release  and  shall  surrender  his licence  to  Basketball  England  (by confirming the release 
in  writing),  whereupon  the  Player  shall  immediately  become  a free  agent.  

19.5 A contracted  Player  shall  be  entitled  to  apply for  a licence  to  coach  at  the  Club  he or 
she is contracted  to  without  compensation.  Any  subsequent  request  by  the  Player  or 
his  new  Club  for  a licence  for  the  coach  to  play  will  be  subject  to  the  terms  
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embodied  in  the  Standard  Contract  for  the  period  of  time  stipulated  by  the  Standard 
Contract.  

19.6 In  order  to  establish  the  existence  of  a Standard  Contract,  a Club  shall,  within  7 days of 
signature by both parties, forward to Basketball England the signed Certificate of 
Contract contained in the Standard Contract. Where a Player and his/her Club, (or 
related  companies,  organisations  or  sponsors  of  the  Club)  have  agreed  more  than  one 
contract  to  cover  the  same  period  of  time,  both  contracts  must  be  sent  to  Basketball 
England.  

19.7 A Player, Coach  and/or Team  Follower  may,  at  any  time,  demand  their  release. The Club 
for  which  they  are licensed  must  comply  within  7 Days, unless  it  is of  the  opinion  that 
the Player, Coach and/or  Team  Follower owes  money to  the Club (the  Club  must  submit 
an  account  of  the  debt  for  Basketball  England  to  consider).  Basketball  England  shall 
hold the individual participants licence until such time as Basketball England is 
satisfied  that  such  money  has been  paid  (to  the  extent  that  the  debt  is considered  by 
Basketball England to be accurate and a true account of agreement between the 
parties).  

19.8 A Player  shall  have  the  right  to  invoke  arbitration  by  Basketball  England,  in  accordance 
with Regulation 50.7, where the Player reasonably considers that a Club is acting 
unreasonably  in  relation  to  the  provisions  of  the  Standard  Contract  governing  expiry, 
release  and  transfer.  

19.9 In  the  event  that  Basketball  England  determines  that  a Club  is in  breach  of  the  terms 
and conditions of a Standard Contract so as to merit the immediate termination of 
that contract, the Player shall thereafter be deemed to be a non - contract Player  for 
the purposes of these Regulations.  

19.10 This Regulation  19 and  regulation  20  below  shall apply  to  a person  who  is licensed  solely 
as a Coach,  save in  so far  as they  relate  to  the  Standard  Contract  and,  therefore,  at  the 
end  of  a Season, a Coach  shall  have  the  status  of  a free  agent.  This Regulation  20  shall 
apply  to  a person  who  is licensed  as both  a Player  and  a Coach  as if the  person  is a Player 
only.  

 
20.  TRANSFERS 

20.1 The terms  and  conditions  contained  in  the  Standard  Contract  shall  govern  the  transfer 
of  any  Player  / Coach  to  whom  such  a contract  applies  and  shall  take  precedence  over 
any conflicting terms in these Regulations.  

20.2  Where  a Player  / Coach  is transferring  between  Clubs,  the  new  contract  must  be  sent 
to  Basketball  England  within  seven  days  of  signature  by  both  parties.  

20.3  A transfer  of  a Player  / Coach  from  one  Club  to  another  during  the  course  of  a Season 
shall  not  normally  be  permitted,  unless  the  Player  / Coach,  the  transferee Club  and  the 
transferor  Club  have  all  consented  to  such  transfer  and  the  terms  of  such  a transfer.  To 
ignite  this  the  current  club  the  player/coach  is registered  with must decline the request 
from the individual via the membership portal within seven days of the individual 
requesting the release from the club. The club must state on the request why and 
email Competitions@basketballengland.co.uk  the reason  for  decline  of  the  request. 
The transfer will be placed on hold.  If all parties cannot come to an agreement, 
Basketball  England  shall  consider  the  matter,  whose  decision  shall  be  binding  on  all 
parties.  

mailto:Competitions@basketballengland.co.uk
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20.4  If a Player / Coach wishes to seek a transfer of his/her licence during the course of a 

Season, he/she  must  submit  this  request  in  writing  to  both  the  Club  concerned  and  make 
the request to be released from the current club via the Basketball England 
membership  portal.  For a Player  / Coach  who  has not  signed  a contract  with  a Club,  
the  Club  must  comply  with  this  request  within  seven  days and  confirm  the  request  on 
the Basketball England membership portal..  

20.5  Where  the  transferor  Club  and  the  transferee  Club  cannot  agree  terms  for  the  transfer of  
a contracted  Player, either  Club shall  have the  right  to  invoke  arbitration  by  Basketball 
England in accordance with Regulation 50.7.  

20.6  All  transfer  requests  must  be  done  on  the  Basketball  England  membership  portal,  This 
must  be  ignited  by  the  player/coach  on  their  individual  profile  and  the  transferee  club 
need to acknowledge this within seven days if the request, of not on  day  eight  the 
player  will  be  released  and  they  will  be  able  to  join  a new  club  and  purchase  new  licence 
for  the  new  team.  On  the  8 th  day  the  player  is then  deemed  ǁ זȷʦȇȇ ǁȺȇɴʻ֥ח 

20.7  The applicant shall only become eligible to represent the new Club once the 
Basketball England Membership portal approves the transfer and any other 
documents  have  been  received  and  approved  by  Basketball  England,  such  approval 
to  be  communicated  to  the  Clubs  via e-mail  from  Basketball  England  should  there  be 
an  issue with  the  applicants  transfer.  It  is the  responsibility  of  the  transferee  Club  and 
transferor Club to ascertain that the transfer has been successfully completed. The 
player/coach  and  new  club  will  then  have  to  register for  a new  licence  to  compete  in 
the National Basketball League.  

20.8  If any  transfer  fee  is payable  in  respect  of  the  transfer  of  a Player  / Coach  in  accordance 
with  these  Regulations,  such  fee  shall  be  deemed  to  be  exclusive  of  Value  Added  Tax, 
unless  specifically  stated  otherwise,  and  the  Value  Added  Tax at  the  current  rate  shall 
be  payable  in  addition  to  the  fee  stipulated  if  the  transferor  Club  is registered  for  Value 
Added Tax.  

20.9  An  approved  transfer  via the  Basketball  hɴȺɠǁɴǿחʮ Membership  Portal  including  those 
that have expired on day eight where the club have not confirmed the request  shall 
constitute  proof  that  the  transferor  Club  is satisfied  that  the  fee  and  any  Value  Added 
Tax thereon  has been  or  will  be  paid  to  them  by  the  transferee  Club  and  a transfer  shall 
not  subsequently  be  annulled  by  virtue  of  a breach  of  contract  by  the  transferee  Club.  

20.10 A transfer shall not be approved by Basketball England if it includes an automatic 
return  clause.  A transfer  may  include  a provision  related  to  payment  by  a transferor  Club if  
the  licensed  person  re-joins  the  transferor  Club  at  a later  date.  

20.11 All  Under  18 intra -club  transfers  can  take  place  as long  as each  team  has a minimum 
of  eight players and not relying on the same players representing two teams  to  fulfil 
fixtures.  Players  can  be  transferred  between  the  teams  within  a club  up  to  seven days in 
advance  of  the  regular  playing  season  ending  for  the  new  team they  wish  to  transfer to. 
An  inter  club  transfer  is not  permitted  to  take  place  on  a Saturday  or  Sunday.  All  into 
club  transfers  must  be  notified  to  Basketball  England  Competitions  department  via the 
online form.  

20.12 Whilst  a person  holds  a Competition  Licence,  no  person  representing  any  other  Club 
shall  approach  the  person  with  a view  to  inducing  him/her  to  leave  that  Club, unless 
permission  has been  granted  in  writing  by  a duly  authorised  representative  
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of  the  Club  to  which  the  person  is currently  licensed.  Any  infringement  of  this  rule  shall 
be treated by Basketball England as misconduct and action may be taken in 
accordance with Regulation 49.1.  

20.13 The use of  an agent to conduct  any aspect of a  transfer of a  Competitions Licence is 
strictly prohibited and accordingly any such transfer shall be arranged directly 
between  the  transferor  Club,  transferee  Club  and  the  individual  concerned.  

 
20.14 A person having represented a Team (i.e. by having their name included on the 

Scoresheet) as a Player or Coach in any Cup Competition cannot subsequently 
represent  any  other  Team  as a Player  or Coach  in  the  same  Cup  Competition  during  the 
Season. 

 
FIXTURES 

21. ARRANGEMENT  OF FIXTURES 

21.1 National  Basketball  League  

In all  Divisions,  all Clubs  shall  play  each other  for  a scheduled  number  of  Matches  home 
and away to determine the League champions.  

21.1.2 No  Senior  NBL league  fixtures  shall  be  played  on  an  NBL League  Cup  Final  date 
and  no  Jnr.NBL  fixtures  shall  be  played  on  the  Jnr.NBL  Cup  Final  date.  

21.2 National  Cups  

 
Basketball  England  will  conduct  the  draw  for  each  National  Cup  competition 
(Men, women and Juniors( U18 and U16) which may include geographical 
organisation and seeding in the rounds prior to the quarter finals. Basketball 
England  shall  determine  which  teams  (if any)  are  awarded  byes in  its  absolute 
discretion.  All rounds are single knock out fixtures.  

All  National  Cup  games  will  take  priority  over  league  fixtures,  on  the  date  that 
they  are set  by  Basketball  England.  National  Cup  fixtures  can  take  place  ahead 
of the scheduled  date but not after or replacing an existing league game.  

(a)  Semi  Finals: this  will  involve  the  four  winning  Teams  from  the  Quarter 
Final  Round  Matches. Drawn at random.  

(b)  Final:  this  will  involve  the  winners  of  the  Semi -Final  Matches  and  will  be 
played  on  a single  leg  basis  at  a neutral  venue  arranged  by  Basketball 
England.  

21.3 For age-group  competitions  the  following  shall apply:  

21.3.1 Under  18, Under  16, Under  14 Premier  Leagues,  teams  shall  be  split  into  divisions 
playing  each  other  home  and  away  culminating  in  end  of  season  Playoffs.  The 
Premier  League  winner  will  be  determined  by  the  winner  of  the  Playoff  / Final 
Four Tournament.  

21.3.2 Under  16 Regional  Leagues, teams  shall  be  split  into  divisions  playing  each  other 
home  and  away  format.  A Regional  League  Division  winner  will  be  determined 
by a team winning their Division.  

21.3.3 Under  18, Under  16 and  Under  14 Conference  Leagues,  teams  shall  be  split  into 
divisions  playing  each  other  home  and  away. The  Conference  divisional  
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winner will be determined by a team winning their Division.  There will be a 
promotional  playoff  for  this  level  of  competition  only,  where  the  lowest  seeding 
from  the  premier  level  at  an  age  group  will  compete  for  the  following  season 
promotional spots with top seeds from the conference level.  

21.3.6  Under  14 Regional  Leagues, teams  shall  be  split  into  divisions  playing  each  other 
in a triangular format or singular fixtures. A regional divisional conference 
league winner will be determined by a team winning their divisional 
conference.  

21.3.7  Under 12 Leagues, teams shall be split into divisions playing each other in 
singular  fixtures.  A divisional  conference  winner  will  be  determined  by  a team 
winning their divisional conference.  

22. TIP OFF TIMES AND  DURATION  OF MATCHES  

22.1 Matches  shall  normally  be  played  on  a Saturday  or Sunday.  They may,  however,  be  played 
on  such  other  days as Basketball  England  may  from  time  to  time  stipulate or  by  mutual 
agreement  provided  that  such  days  have  been  approved  by  Basketball  England.  

 
22.2 All  Matches  shall  take  place  at  the  following  times  (times  outside  of the  required  tip  times 

must  be mutually agreed by both teams),  unless  special  authorisation  has been given 
by  Basketball  England.  For Junior  National  Cup  and  Play-off  quarter  final  games,  the 
earliest a game can tip for juniors is 12pm, due to greater travel distance, unless 
mutually agreed between the two teams:  

 
 SATURDAY  SUNDAY  WEEKDAYS  
MEN/WOMEN  13.00  ֽ20.00  13.00  ֽ17.00 19.30  ֽ20.00  
YOUTH LEAGUES 11.00  ֽ18.00  11.00  ֽ17.00 By mutual  agreement  

 
22.3 In the  case of triple  header  Matches,  earlier  start  times  may  apply.  

22.4 Normally, no Team shall be required to undertake a weekend fixture that does not 
enable  its  Players  to  arrive  back  at  their  home  base/meeting  point  by: 

22.4.1 Midnight  on  Sunday,  unless otherwise  agreed,  for  senior  teams; or  

22.4.2 22.00 on a Saturday night or 21.00 on a Sunday (unless otherwise agreed by 
Basketball  England)  for  Under  18 Teams.  

22.5 No days and  times  (other  than  those  set out  in  Regulations  22.1 to  22.4 above)  will  normally 
be  permitted  by  Basketball  England  except  in  the  case of  televised  Matches.  

22.6 The Home  Team  must  re-confirm  all  details  prescribed  in  the  Game  Day Schedule as 
Appendix  13 with  the  Away  Team  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  Match  and  the Away 
Team  must  acknowledge  such  confirmation.  If confirmation  Ɂǁʮɴחʻ been  received  by 
the  away  team  in  under  two  weeks  prior  to  the  fixture,  the  game  will  still  go  ahead  and 
the  away  team  must  make  contact  with  the  home  team to  establish  if  the  details  of  the 
fixture  is per  the  Basketball  England  Website  (after  31st August).  If the  game  was  to  be 
postponed  it  must  be  mutually  agreed  in  line  with regulation  23.4 
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22.6.1. Where a home  team  does  not  confirmthegame  two  weeks  in  advance  
of  the  fixture  and  the  game  details  (tip -time/venue)  are in  anyway  different  from 
what  is listed  on  the  Basketball  England  website,  the  home  team  will  be  liable 
to  find  alternate  arrangements,  should  the  away  team  not  be  able  to  attend  the 
amended time/venue.  

22.6.2 The exemption  to  this  rule  is where  the  away  team  ǿɿȇʮɴחʻ acknowledge  the 
gameconfirmation  seven  days prior  to  a fixture  taking  place.  After  this  time  the 
away  team  forfeits  the  right  to  contest  any  amended  game  details  and  the 
game details stands  as per Basketball England website.  

22.7 In the  event  that  a Team  arrives  after,  but  within  fifteen  minutes,  of  the  scheduled  tip  off 
time:  

22.7.1 the  Crew  Chief  (in  consultation  with  the  Team  Representatives)  will  decide  what 
time the Match will start; and  

22.7.2 that  Team  shall  be  liable  to  a fine  in  accordance  with  Regulation  49.16. 

22.8 It  is the  intention  of Basketball  England  that  wherever  possible  a Match  should  take  place, 
and Match Officials are requested to keep this in mind when making decisions.  The 
Crew  Chief)  mayin  consultation  with  the  Game  Day Delegateamend  the  designated  tip 
off time for any Match.  

 
22.9 If a late  tip  off  caused  by  the  Away  Team  results  in  the  Home  Team  incurring  additional 

court hire costs, the Away Team  will be liable to reimburse the Home Team  for such 
additional court hire costs provided that the Home Team submits proof of such 
ǁǿǿɆʻɆɿɴǁɠ Ǹɿˋʦʻ ɁɆʦȇ Ǹɿʮʻʮ Ɇɴ ʻɁȇ ȷɿʦɲ ɿȷ ǁɴ ɿȷȷɆǸɆǁɠ ɆɴˢɿɆǸȇ ȷʦɿɲ ʻɁȇ Çɿɲȇ řȇǁɲחʮ 
venue.  This must  be  provided  within  seven  days  of  the  date  of  the  scheduled  Match.  

23. RE-ARRANGEMENT, POSTPONEMENT, ABANDONMENT AND REPLAYING OF 
MATCHES  

23.1 Basketball England will prepare a fixture list prior to the start of the Season. In 
exceptional  circumstances,  Basketball  England  may  require  a Match  to  be  rearranged.  

23.2 Where a Club is required by Basketball England to play a Semi Final or Final Match 
within 36 hours of a scheduled League Match, then that Club may request that the 
League Match be rearranged (and Basketball England will normally approve such 
request). Applications for rearrangement must be  submitted within 48 hours of the 
definitive  date  of  the  Match  becoming  known  to  the  Club  seeking  the  rearrangement. A 
rearrangement  will  only  be  approved  for  Matches  taking  place  before  a fixture,  not for  
those  scheduled  after  (i.e. if  a Cup  Match  takes  place  on  a Sunday, a Match taking 
place on the Saturday can be rescheduled but where the Cup Match occurs on the 
Saturday, the Sunday Match cannot be rescheduled).  

23.3 Where a Team  is required by Basketball  England or the BBL/WBBL to  play  a Final  Match 
(Cup  or Playoff  Final), the  Club  may  request  that  all  other  Matches  involving  their  teams 
that day be rearranged. Basketball England will normally approve such a request 
provided  that  the  request  is submitted  within  48 hours  of  the  Team  being  confirmed  in 
the Final.  

23.4 No  changes  are permitted  in  respect  of  any  fixture  list  relating  to  a Competition,  save 
that:  
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23.4.1 prior to 31 August, whenever two Clubs reach agreement regarding the 
rearrangement  of  a Match  (including  a change  in  date,  venue  or  tip  time),  they 
may jointly make an application in writing to Basketball England using the 
Fixture  Change  Form  (via the  Game  Day Management  System  or  Online  Form) 
for the matter to be considered; and  

23.4.2 after  31 August,  the  request  to  change  any  Match  from  its  published  date  will 
not be considered by Basketball England for Senior Competitions unless the 
reason  to  change  the  date  is due  to  venue  unavailability  and  in  l i n  e w  i t  h 
re  g u l a t i  o n 23 . 8 Documentation is required by the facility  operator  in 
advance  of  the  game  must  be  submitted  and  proof  that the original game was 
booked in.  

23.4.3 The change of tip time for all Senior and Junior leagues is permitted only in 
exceptional  circumstances,  it  must  be  changed  and  confirmed  up  to  28 days in 
advance  of  the  fixture  and teams must be aware that by doing so, there is no 
guarantee  officials  may  be  appointed  it  must  also  be  authorised  by  Basketball 
England.  

23.4.3.1   Senior Tip -off time  changes  requested  with  less than  7 days  Prior to 
the fixture will incur a fee of £25 and will only be approved if both 
teams  are in  agreement  to  the  change  and  suitable  referees  are still 
able to be appointed. This fee is still included even if it is a venue 
request.  There  are no exemptions to avoid paying this fee.  

23.4.4 For all  Jnr.NBL/WNBL  competitions  a request to  change  any match  date,  tip  time 
and  venue  after  the  31 August will be considered by Basketball England. The 
Club  responsible  for  the  change  shall  be  liable  to  pay  an  administrative  charge 
of  £15.00All  changes  must  be  approved  by  the  opponent  of  the  team  making 
the  request.  The maximum  a team  can  request  a postponed  fixture  is twice  per 
team for the regular playing season.  

23.4.5 All  fixture  change  requests  must  go  via the  Game  Day management  System  (Via 
Online  Club  portal)  from  1st September,  where  a team  can  make  a request  (on 
an  available  date  for  its  respective  league)  after  confirming  with  it  opponents 
via email of the change in question.  Both teams would need to agree to the 
change  taking  place.  Where  an  opponent  ǿɿȇʮɴחʻ agree  and  a request  is made 
via the Game Day management System (Via Online Club portal), Basketball 
England  will  then  arbitrate  and  discuss  with  both  teams.  At this  point team  may 
be requested to show all email trails between opponents over the fixture in 
question.  

23.5 Where  a Match  is re-arranged  in  accordance  with  Regulation  23.4.2 or  23.4.3 above,  the 
Home  Club  shall  be  responsible  for  notifying  the  Match  Officials  of  such  change. In  the 
event that the Home Club or Basketball England fails to notify the Match Officials of 
such a change and the Match Official(s) arrive at the venue on the original date that 
the Match was scheduled to be played, the Home Club will be liable for the travel 
expenses  and  half  of  the  match  fee  of  such  Match  Official(s).  

23.6 In  the  event  that,  within  fourteen  days of  the  date  of  the  original  Match  postponement, 
two  Clubs  fail  to  reach  an  agreement  as to  when  a Match  shall  take  place,  Basketball 
England will specify the date of the Match and the Team responsible for the 
postponement  shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  relevant  administrative  



38   

charge  set  out  in  Regulation  23.4.3 above.  

23.6.1 All  requests  to  postpone  fixtures  made  at  least  seven  days in  advance  between 
clubs must be in writing, stating why the postponement is being requested. 
The request  can  either  be  agreed  or  rejected  by  clubs  in  writing.  

¹ǁɲȇʮ ˣɆɠɠ Ƿȇ ǿȇȇɲȇǿ ʻɿ Ƿȇ זǁʮ ʮǸɁȇǿˋɠȇǿח ˋɴɠȇʮʮ ǸɿɴȷɆʦɲǁʻɆɿɴ Ɂǁʮ Ƿȇȇɴ 
received. Clubs not responding to requests will forego the right to claim 
compensation for  costs  incurred, should  a game not  go  ahead.  

If a request  to  postpone  a junior  game  is agreed  by  either  team,  then  the HOME 
team  is responsible  for  offering  two  alternative  dates  to  the  opposition  within  5 
days of  the  postponement  being  agreed.  The away  team  must  respond  within  a 
further  5 days  and  either  accept  the  new  date  or  offer  an  alternative  two  dates.  

Should the Home team not be able to accommodate these two dates, they 
must  contact  Basketball  England  within  4 days to  ask for  a date  to  be  set  in  line 
with regulation 23.6.  

23.7 All  Crew  Chiefs  have  the  power  to  stop  and,  where  necessary,  abandon  a game  if  they 
feel  the  behavior  of  anyone  involved  puts  the  welfare  of  a participant  or  spectator  at 
risk. 

All Basketball England officials will accept the moral authority to implement 
procedures  to  provide  a duty  of  care  for  all  participants  and  spectators.  

 
Where  a match  is abandoned  the  Competitions  Review  panel  or  the  Delivery/Senior 
Delivery  Manager  shall  reach  a decision  on  the  result  and  outcome  of  the  match,  based 
on the circumstances around each case.  . Only personnel listed on the original 
Scoresheet  are eligible  to  play in  any  replay.  If a Club  is unable  to  field  a full  Team  in  the 
replay  (by way  of  example  only,  due  to  injury  or illness) then Basketball England shall (in 
its sole discretion) determine whether such replay should be rescheduled for an 
alternative  date  or  be  forfeited  by  the  Club  unable  to  field  a full  Team.  The provisions  of 
this  Regulation  
23.7 shall  apply  equally  to  any  rescheduled  replay.  

23.8 Where  a Club is responsible for the  postponement of  a scheduled  Match (up to  48 hours 
prior to the Tip off time) due to the venue owners cancelling the court booking, the 
Match  must  be  rescheduled  within  fourteen  days  of  the  postponement.  (In line  with 
regulation  23.4.4) Confirmation  from  the  venue  that the  original booking was cancelled 
by  the  venue  owner  must  be  provided  (within  seven days of  the  postponement).  Failure 
to  provide confirmation from the venue  owner  will result  in  consideration of  the  matter 
by  the  Competitions  Review  Panel, who shall be entitled to award the Match to the 
opposition.  

23.9 In the event that a Match is postponed due to a force majeure severe weather 
conditions,  unforeseen  road delays or breakdowns:  

23.9.1 the  travelling  expenses  (if applicable)  of  all  the  Match  Officials  will  be  paid  by  the 
Home Team;  

23.9.2 the  Team  responsible  for  the  postponement of  the  Match  shall  be  liable  for the 
costs  of  court  hire  where  such  Match  is re-arranged  for  a later  date.  In  the  case 
of a forfeit, the Home Club may make a compensation claim as set out in 
Regulation 24.4 below;  

23.9.3 the  responsibility  for  notifying  Match  Officials  of  a postponement  rests with  the 
Home Club;  
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23.9.4 any dispute over the Team responsible for the postponement and/or the 
amount of any costs will be resolved by Basketball England within seven 
days; 

23.9.5 Basketball  England  may  ask for  confirmation  or  proof  of  the  travel  that  was 
intended,  type  of  vehicle  used  and  details  of  the  breakdown,  including  any 
roadside  assistance.  

23.9.6 If a Global Pandemic arises Basketball England have the right to cancel all 
fixtures  until  it  is safe to  continue,  in  some  cases this  may  lead  to  the  season 
finishing earlier than normal.  

24. FAILURE TO FULFILL FIXTURE OBLIGATIONS  

24.1 A Team  shall  forfeit  a Match  if: 

24.1.1 fifteen  (15) minutes  after  the  scheduled  tip  off  time,  the  Team  is not  present  on 
the court or is unable to field five (5) Players ready to play save where, by 
agreement  of all  parties,  a Match  tips  off  late  (e.g. as a result  of travel  delays); and/or  

24.1.2 its actions  prevent  the  Match  from  being  played;  and/or  

24.1.3 it  refuses  to  play  after  being  instructed  to  do  so by the  Crew  Chief.  

24.2 When  a scheduled  Match  is forfeited  in  accordance  with  Regulation  24.1 above,  an 
automatic  fine  will  be  imposed.  In  addition,  the  Competitions  Review  Panel  shall  be 
entitled to increase the fine as follows : 

 
COMPETITION  1ST OFFENCE FINE 

(£) 
SUBSEQUENT 
OFFENCES FINE (£) 

MAXIMUM  FINE 
(£) 

Division  1 and  2 Men  500  plus  2 point 
deduction  

Removal  from 
league  

 

Division  1 and  2 
Women  
& Division  3 Men  

150 300  plus  2 point 
deduction  

500  or removal 
from  league  

Senior  National  Cup 
and Playoffs  

200    

 

U18 Competitions 
Sureshot  National 
Cup,  Playoffs  

100 200  500  or removal 
from  league  

 
24.3 Where  a Club  is responsible  for  the  postponement  of  a scheduled  Match  (within  72 

hours  of  the  tip  off)  or does  not  fulfil  a fixture,  without the  consent  of its opponents,  the 
Competitions  Review  Panel  may  issue a fine  no  greater  than  the  maximum  amount 
set out above. In addition, the Match in question will be awarded to the non - 
offending  Team 20   ֽ0  and  such number of  league  points as  the  Competitions  Review 
panel  shall  determine  (in  its  sole  discretion)  may  be  deducted.  Compensation  may 
be  sought  from  non -offending  team,  for  any  charges  that  may  be  incurred  due  to  the 
late  cancellation  of  the  game  in  line  with  this  regulation,  whereby  the  game  is to  be 
re-scheduled at a later date.  The maximum amount that can be claimed is up to  
£100.00  for  a Senior  Fixture  and  
ᴓҫҩ֥ҤҤ ȷɿʦ ǁ îˋɴɆɿʦ ·Ɇ˭ʻˋʦȇ֟ ɿɴɠˮ ȷǁǸɆɠɆʻˮ ɁɆʦȇ֟ ʻʦǁˢȇɠ ȇ˭ʣȇɴʮȇʮ ǁɴǿ ɿȷȷɆǸɆǁɠʮח Ǹɿʮʻʮ 
incurred  in  line  with regulation 23.5  and  40.8 can  be  taken into consideration and 
evidence  of  the  cost  associated  must  be  proved.  The amount  awarded  is at  the  
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discretion  of  Basketball  England  and  the  compensation  will  be  deducted  from  the 
fine  issued  by  Basketball  England  and  will  only  be  compensated  once  the  fine  has 
been paid in full by the offending team. Any compensation claim must include 
evidence of costs and must be submitted within seven days of the date of the 
scheduled  Match.  

24.3.1 The offending Club may also be liable to pay additional compensation 
whereby  the  costs  incurred  exceed  regulation  24.3 to  the  other  Club  for  facility  hire 
and  travel  expenses  only  should  the  game  be  re-scheduled  to  be  played  at  a later 
date, no claims can be made if a team wishes to make a claim of 20 -0 for a game 
that  was  due  to  be  played  but  then  not  fulfilled  by  the  opposition . The  amount  of 
compensation  will  be  determined  by  the  Competitions  Review  Panel  following  the 
receipt  of  written  submissions  and  evidence  of  costs  from  both  Clubs  within  seven 
days of  the date  of  the  scheduled  Match.  The maximum  compensation  claim  shall 
not  exceed  £250.  

 
24.4 Any Club which, without just cause, fails to fulfil a League or Cup Match on the 

appointed  date  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit  League  points  and  or  to  expulsion  from  the 
competition.  It  may  also be  liable  to  pay  a fine  and/or  compensation to  Basketball 
England and/or other Clubs which may have been affected in accordance with 
Regulation  24.2. 

24.5 Where any League Match is not fulfilled within the Regular Season, the Club 
responsible  for the original postponement will be  liable  to  a fine  for non -fulfilment  of 
the said fixture in accordance with Regulation 24.2 In addition, the Match in 
question will be  awarded  to  the  non -offending Team  20   ֽ0.  

Provided  that  the  process  outlined  in  23.6.1 and  23.6.2 has been  adhered  to. 

24.6 Any claim for an outstanding/postponed Match must be received by Basketball 
England not less than 14 days prior to the first Play -Off Match, in order that full 
consideration of the claim can be made before confirming the final League 
positions and Play -Off places.  

24.7 If a Senior Team fails to fulfil 90% of its scheduled league fixtures in a Season, its 
league  record  may  be  expunged  in  its  entirety  after  consideration  by  the  

 
Competitions Review Panel. In addition, Basketball England may (in its sole 
discretion):  

24.7.1 forfeit  the  relevant  řȇǁɲחʮ licence  (in  accordance with  Regulation 14  below); 
and/or  

24.7.2 impose  a financial  penalty;  and/or  

24.7.3 refuse  to  re-admit  that  Team  into  the  relevant  league.  

25. CLASHES WITH  NATIONAL  TEAM  EVENTS 

25.1 From  the  conclusion  of  the  competition  until  31 August  and  for  the  duration  of  the 
European  Championships,  selection  for  the  any  National  Team  takes  priority  over  all 
Club commitments  

25.2 No age  group  league  games  can  take  place  on  an  Aspire  Day. These dates  will  be  set 
in  advanced  and  no  games  to  be scheduled  on  these  dates.  

25.3 Any  National League  Team  with  three  (3) or  more  Junior  National Team  Players  in  
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their  squad  has the  right  to  request  a change  to  the  date  of  their  Matches  to  avoid 
clashes  with  National  Team  training  camps  or matches  provided  that  such  request  is 
made  on  or before  1st November  in  the  relevant  year. This change  must  be  agreed  to  by 
the  requesting  řȇǁɲחʮ scheduled  opposition.  This provision  only  applies  to  National 
Team  training  camps  or matches  are a part  of  the  official  calendar.  
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26.  GAME  DAY  DELEGATE AND  TEAM  REPRESENTATIVES  

26.1 The Home  and  Away  Club  shall  nominate  a Game  Day Delegate  for  all  Matches.  The 
Game Day Delegate shall be responsible for all aspects of the Match except the 
playing of the Match and must not be involved in the Match in any other official 
capacity, save for the away Game Day Delegate, where a Team Manager may be 
appointed if no one else is available. They are responsible for hosting the Match 
Officials  and  managing  spectator  issues. Match  Officials  may  advise  on  court  layout 
but responsibility and accountability remain with the Game Day Delegate. See 
Appendix  11 

26.2 Each Club shall nominate a Team Representative from their bench personnel to 
represent  their  interests  at  any  time  during  the  Match  to  the  Game  Day Delegate.  

26.3 The Match  Officials,  the  Game  Day Delegate  and  the  Team  Representatives,  and  at 
least  five  playing  members  of  each  Team,  are required  to  be  present  at  the  venue  at 
least  one  hour  prior  to  the  scheduled  Tip  off  time. Failure  to  adhere  to  this  must be 
accompanied  by  a phone  call  to  the  ɿʣʣɿʮɆʻɆɿɴחʮ Game  Day Delegate  to  advise on 
expected time of arrival.  

26.4 The Game  Day Delegate  will  conduct  a pre -match  meeting  with  the  Match  Officials 
and Team Representatives if applicable, one hour prior to the scheduled Tip off time. 
The participants  at  this  meeting  should  assemble  at  or  near  the  Scorer's  table.  

26.5  If the Match Officials are at two consecutive Matches on the same day, the pre - 
Match  meeting  for  the  second  Match  should  take  place  immediately  after  the  first 
Match.  Teams  and  Match  Officials  must  provide  the  Table  Officials  with  the  relevant 
licences  and  team  lists  at  this  time.  Licences  are required  for  all  participants  and  a full 
team list is required at this time.  

 
26.6  Failure  to  attend  the  pre -Match  meeting  and/or  not  having  the  requisite  number  of 

Players  and/or  licences  at  the  venue  in  accordance  with  Regulation  26.4 or 26.5 above 
will  result  in  an  automatic  fine  being  imposed  by  Basketball  England  in  accordance 
with Regulation 49.16.  

 
27 TECHNICAL  COMMISSION  

27.1 Where  a Technical  Commission  is in  operation  in  accordance  with  Regulation  
16.2 the  Technical  Commission  during  the  Match,  shall  be  seated  at  the 
Scorer's  table,  in  such  a position  as to  be  able  to  easily  view  the  scoresheet.  

27.2 after  consultation  with  the  Crew  Chief,  the  Game  Day Delegates  and  Team 
Representatives (where appropriate), the  technical  commission  will  make 
decisions regarding all aspects of the Match not covered by the Rules of 
Basketball.  

28  WARM -UPS AND  PRACTICE 

28.1 20  minutes  prior  to  the  actual  tip -off  time  of  the  Match,  the  court  must  be  available  for 
warm -up . 

28.2 Any action  during the warm -up period of a Match (pre -Match, half -time,  or during  any 
interval  of  play),  which  is likely  to  damage  equipment,  is strictly  prohibited.  Any  Player 
who  breaches  the  provisions  of  this  Regulation  28.2 after  a warning  from  any  of  the 
Match Officials shall be liable to pay a fine imposed by Basketball England in 
accordance with Regulation 49.16.  
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28.3 Before  the  1st and  3rd  quarters,  a Team  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  to  practice  in  that 
half  of  the  court  into  which  it  will  be  attacking  in  the  forthcoming period.  

28.4 15 minutes  should  be  allocated  to  half  time  for  Senior Fixtures and 10 Minutes half 
time should be allocated to half time for Junior Fixtures, unless agreed by both 
teams  to  reduce  this  time  and  confirmed  with  the  officials.  If both  teams  disagree  the 
crew  chief  can set the time allocated to meet in between both teams needs. The 
timescale  available  can  also  be  confirmed  ahead  of  the  game  when  confirming  the 
fixture in question.  

29.  USE OF OFFICIAL  BALLS 

29.1 Each  Team  shall  be  responsible  for  providing its  own  practice  balls  but  must  be  the  
. relevant  Wilson  Official  game  ball  

29.2 The Crew Chief shall approve the match ball at least 20 minutes prior to the 
scheduled tip off time.  

29.3 All  National  Competition  Matches  shall  be  played  with  the  official  approved  ball  of 
Basketball  England  (See Appendix  5). 

30  SCORESHEETS AND  MATCH  RESULTS 

 
30.1 The scoresheet permitted in all fixtures (league, cup and playoffs) is the Official 

running  scoresheet  only  (FIBA/Non -FIBA Copies  permitted)  

30.2  Legible  electronic  copies  of  the  Scoresheet,  shall  be  uploaded  by  the  Home  Club  to 
the Game Day management system to complete their result input or if required 
emailed to Basketball England via competitions@basketballengland.co.uk  no  later 
than 48 hours following completion of the Match. Basketball England shall be 
entitled  to  impose  a fixed  penalty  in  accordance  with  Regulation 49.16  for  a breach  of 
this Regulation30.1.  

30.3  When FIBA LiveStats software is used, it should be operated with two licenced 
statisticians  who  hold  at  least  the  Introduction to  Statisticians  qualification. Failure to 
provide  licenced  and  qualified  statisticians  will  be  a breach  of  the  regulations  and  a 
fixed  penalty  in  accordance  with  regulation  49.16 will  be  applied.  A live  webcast,  using 
the League Licence Code provided by Basketball England and FIBA LiveStats 
software,  is mandatory  for  all  Division  One  Men,  Division  One  Women  and  Division 
Two  āȇɴחʮ ʻȇǁɲʮ֥ řɁɆʮ Ɇʮ ǁʣʣɠɆǸǁǷɠȇ ʻɁʦɿˋȺɁɿˋʻ ʻɁȇɆʦ ʦȇʮʣȇǸʻɆˢȇ öȇǁȺˋȇ֟ National  Cup 
and  Playoff  games,  where  the home  team  is from  one  of  these  leagues.  Failure  to  live 
webcast the game will be a breach of the regulations and a fixed penalty in 
accordance with regulation 49.16 will be applied. Where stats have not been 
completed  live  using  the  League  Licence  Code  it  is mandatory  for  the  game  stats  to 
be completed retrospectively from video using a match  key. 

 
30.3.1  The home  team  for  each  Division  One  Men  and  Division  One  Women  league  teams  are 

responsible  for  videoing  and  uploading  a copy  of  the  game  film  to  Synergy  within 48 
hours  of  the  game  taking  place  and  submitting  a game  breakdown  for  every  league 
game.  The sanctions  listed  in  regulation  49.16 will  be  imposed  for  teams  that  do  not 
meet this league requirement.  

30.4  The home  team  for  each  Division  One  Men  and  Division  One  Women  league  teams 
are responsible for Live streaming their fixtures and staging  the fixture on the  BE 
YouTube Channel, this channel may change from time to time pending other 
hosting  sites  that  BE wish  to  utilise. The  sanctions  listed  in regulation 49.16  will  be  

mailto:competitions@basketballengland.co.uk
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imposed  for  teams  that  do  not  meet  this  league  requirement.  
 

All  Live streaming  must  meet Basketball  hɴȺɠǁɴǿחʮ Live Streaming  Policy  listed  in 
appendix  9. 
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30.5  Following  signature  of  the  Scoresheet  by  the  Crew  Chief,  the  Umpires  and  the  table 
officials,  the scorer shall pass  all three copies of the  Scoresheets to  the Game Day 
Delegate. The Game Day Delegate is responsible for ensuring that the Scorer can 
obtain the Crew  WɁɆȇȷʮח ʮɆȺɴǁʻˋʦȇʮ ɆɲɲȇǿɆǁʻȇɠˮ ȷɿɠɠɿˣɆɴȺ ʻɁȇ ȇɴǿ of the Match.  

30.6  The Home  team  shall  be  responsible  for  notifying  Basketball  England  of  the  result  of 
the  Match  (including  any  statistical  information  requested  by  Basketball  England). 
In  all  cases this  should  be  done  by  inputting  the  required  data  onto  the  online  Game 
Day portal  as the  match  ends,  but  no  later  than  midnight  on  the  day the  Match  took 
place. When listing top three scorers please list surname and points scored ie A. 
BLOGGS 27. Any  breach  of  this Regulation  30.4  shall  result  in  the  imposition  of  a fixed 
penalty in accordance with Regulation 49.16.  

Age -Group  Competitions:  

 
30.7  In the event of a Coach being disqualified from an age -group game, where no 

suitable qualified and registered assistant coach is present and listed on the 
scoresheet,  the  game  will  be  stopped  and  the  opposing  team  awarded  the  game 
20 -0 and/or referred to the Disciplinary Officer for consideration regarding the 
outcome of the game. Where a Coach is disqualified from a Senior game, in 
accordance  with  FIBA Rules  Article  7.9, the  team captain may fulfil the role of the 
Coach.  

(Note:  All  Age -Group  National  League  teams  are expected  to  travel  with  at  least  two 
appropriate  adults  in  line  with  the  Basketball England  Safeguarding  Policy)  

31. FULL STRENGTH TEAMS  

31.1 In all Matches a Team must have a minimum of eight players ready to play at the 
scheduled  tip  off  time.  Any  breach  of  this  Regulation  31.1 shall  result  in  the  imposition 
of  a fixed  penalty  in  accordance  with  Regulation 49.16.  

 
 

31.2 All  Participants  listed  on  the  Scoresheet  at  the  start  of  the  Match  must  be  present  at 
the end of the Match (unless disqualified or taken to hospital etc). Participants are 
prohibited from leaving part way through a Match in order to attend and/or 
participate in another Match.  

31.3 A Club  is required  to  participate  in  any  Competition  it  is entered  into  to  the  best  of its 
ability.  

31.4 All Clubs competing in National Competitions agree to give priority to these 
competitions (National Cup, League and Playoffs) above all other. In the event of a 
clash,  the  National  Competition  Match  shall  take  priority  unless  otherwise  agreed  with 
Basketball England.  ^ˋȇ ʻɿ ǁ ȷɆ˭ʻˋʦȇ ǷȇɆɴȺ ǸǁɴǸȇɠɠȇǿ ǿˋȇ ʻɿ ǁ ʻȇǁɲחʮ ʣǁʦʻɆǸɆʣǁʻɆɿɴ 
outside of the NBL will result in a 20 -0 to the non -offending team.  

FACILITIES  

32. VENUES  

32.1 Applications for entry to the  National Basketball League  shall include  a request for 
the right to play home games at an approved playing venue for the upcoming 
Season. In the case of two or more Clubs applying for the same venue, the 
Competitions Review Panel shall consider the applications and determine which  
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Club  shall  be  awarded  the  rights  to  that  venue  or, in  special  circumstances,  order  that 
the venue be shared by two or more Clubs.  

32.2 Each  Club  shall  register its  home  venue  with  Basketball  England,  and  no  Club  shall 
play a home Match at any other venue, without the prior approval of Basketball 
England. If a Club wishes to change its permanent home venue, it must apply to 
Basketball England for permission.  

32.3 An  existing  National  Basketball  League  Club  may  lodge  an objection  with  Basketball 
England where it considers that another Club proposes to play home matches in 
National Competitions, at the same level of competition, at a venue unreasonably 
close  to  its  established  home  venue.  The Competitions  Review  Panel  shall  consider 
any  such objection and  determine each case on  its  merits.  

32.4 Basketball  England  does  not  undertake  or guarantee  access to  any  venues  used  in  the 
National Competitions and it is recognised that the control of playing venues is 
exercised  solely  by  the  venue  owners.  

32.5 The playing  facilities  for  Clubs  in  the  National  Basketball  League  must  be  of  a quality 
deemed by Basketball England to be suitable for the level of the competition. This 
must be in line with the Basketball England Facilities Standards Document 
(Appendix 5).  

32.6 Clubs  shall  ensure  that  their  home  venues  comply  with  current  government  health 
and  safety  legislation  and  are able  to  provide  documentation  in  support  of  that  fact.  

In particular,  clubs  are expected  to  provide:  

¶ The venues  risk assessment  
¶ The venues  up  to  date  health  and  safety  certification  
¶ The venues  proof  of  public  liability  insurance  

32.7 Venues are subject to approval by Basketball England and must have suitable 
accommodation for spectators in line with the Basketball England Facilities 
Standards Document (Appendix 5).  

 
32.8 Each  Home  Club  is responsible  for  providing a  level of  stewarding  suitable  for  both 

spectator  control  and  for  Match  Officials.  A breach  of  this  Regulation  32.8 will  result  in 
the  imposition  of  a fixed  penalty  in  accordance  with  Regulation  49.16. 

33. GAME  PROMOTION  AND  TEAM  LISTS 

33.1 A senior Home Team shall provide Game Promotion in line with the Basketball 
England Standards Document: and  

33.2 Teams are required to provide their opponents with a comprehensive Team list at 
least seven days prior to the Match.  

33.3 When using Game Day Courtside Announcers, they must ensure they follow 
Appendix 14 in terms of the guidance required for a game to take place.  

34. EQUIPMENT  

34.1 The Home  Club  shall  ensure  that  its  home  venue  provides  an  electronic  scoreboard 
and game clock which can be read by the Players, Match Officials and spectators 
throughout  the  course  of  the  Match.  The clock  must  show  the  remaining  time  of  the 
game in minutes and seconds. In the event of a game clock being of such 
construction  that  it  is not  possible  for  both  Teams  to  have  an  equally  good  view  ofit  
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the  Home  Team  must  notify  all  parties  at  the  pre -Match  meeting.  

 
34.2 For all  Matches  in  the  Senior  National  Basketball  League  and  Under  18 and  16 Premier 

Leagues  a suitable  24-second  device,  visible  to  all  participants,  must  be  provided  for 
the  administration  of  the  24-seconds  rule.  A visible  shot  clock  shall  be  located  at  each 
end of the playing court, ideally above the backboard, or in a position  on  the  floor 
diagonally  opposite  each  other  and  must  be  visible  to  the  table officials. The device 
must have a digital display and countdown and must reset to 24 seconds and 14 
seconds where required.  

35. DISPLAY  OF TEAM  NAMES  AND  SPONSORSHIP  

The Home Club shall be responsible for the display of Team names any relevant 
ɲǁʻȇʦɆǁɠ ʦȇɠǁʻɆɴȺ ʻɿ ʻɁȇ ǸɿɲʣȇʻɆʻɆɿɴ ַȇ֥Ⱥ֥ ʮʣɿɴʮɿʦʮח ɴǁɲȇʮָ ǁʻ ʻɁȇ ˢȇɴˋȇ֟ ǁʮ 
Basketball  England  may  from  time  to  time  notify  the  Home  Club.  Any  breach  of  this 
Regulation 35 may result in the imposition of a fixed penalty in accordance with 
Regulation  49.16. 

36. TICKETS 

36.1 Each  Home  Club  shall  make  available  19 seats for: 

36.1.1 officers  of Basketball  England  and  their  guests   ֽ5; 

36.1.2 directors  of  Away  Teams  and  their  guests   ֽ4; 

36.1.3 a guest  of the,  Crew  Chiefs, Table  Officials  and  Statisticians -8 

36.1.4 Basketball  England  Officiating  Coaches  ֽ  2. 

36.2 The seats made available in accordance with Regulation 36.1 above may be 
reallocated  if  they  have  not  been  taken  up  30  minutes  prior  to  the  scheduled  Tip  off 
time,  except  where  the  Home  Club  has been  given  prior  notification.  

 
36.3 The Home  Club  shall  also provide  complimentary  tickets:  

36.3.1 to  all  Matches  played  under  the  jurisdiction  of Basketball  England:  

(a) Honorary  Officers   ֽ1; 
(b) Members  of Executive  Board  - 1 and  Guest; 
(c) Regional  Representatives   ֽ 1; 
(d) Staff  of  Basketball  England  - 1 and  Guest;  
(e) National  Team  Coaches  and  Managers   ֽ1; 
(f) Match  Officials  appointed  by Basketball  England  - Guest  

 
36.3.2 to  all  Matches  promoted  by Basketball  England for:  

(a) Honorary  Officers  - 1 and  Guest; 
(b) Members  of Executive  Board  - 1 and  Guest; 
(c) Regional  Representatives   ֽ 1; 
(d) Staff  of  Basketball  England  - 1 and  Guest;  
(e) Match  Officials  ֽ  Guest. 
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37. TEAM  BENCH  

37.1 The Home  Team shall,  for  all  Matches,  have  the  Team Bench  and  its  řȇǁɲחʮ own 
basket  on  the  left  side  of  the  ʮǸɿʦȇʦחʮ table,  facing  the  playing  court,  at  the  tip  off.  

37.2 Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  Regulation  37.1 above,  if  the  two  Teams  agree,  they 
may interchange the Team  Benches and/or baskets.  

PLAYING  KIT 

38. TEAM  UNIFORMS  

38.1 Team uniforms must comply with the official rules of basketball (as updated and 
defined by FIBA) http://www.fiba.basketball/documents  

38.2 Team  Uniforms  may  carry  advertising  subject  to  any  requirement  from  time  to  time 
specified  by, and  the  prior  approval  of, Basketball  England.  

38.3 All  Division  One  Men  and  Women  must  follow  FIBA rules  on  permitted  uniform  and 
equipment.  

38.4 All  Division  Two  Men  and  below,  Division  Two  Women  and  all  junior  leagues  are 
permitted  uniform/equipment  contrary  to  the  FIBA rules  as follows:  

38.4.1 Socks do not have to be the same dominant colour for all team members 
but do need to be visible.  

38.4.2 All players on the team who wear arm and leg compression sleeves, 
headgear, wristbands and headbands and tapings, do not need to be the 
same solid  colour.  

38.4.3 Any other equipment not specifically mentioned in this article must be 
approved by Basketball England.  

39. COLOURS 
 

In the event of a known colour clash, the Away Team shall change to colours that 
provide  a suitable  contrast  to  those  worn  by  the  Home  Team.  Should  a colour  clash 
become evident at the venue or during the pre -Match meeting, the Home Team 
shall  change  to  a colour  providing  a suitable  contrast  to  that  of  the  Away  Team.  In the 
event  of a dispute  on a Match day as  to whether  there is  a colour  clash,  the  Crew  Chief 
shall  make  the  final  decision which  shall  be binding  on  both  Teams  

 
39.1 Each Club must register details of its first -choice colours (vests and shorts) with 

Basketball England. The Home Team must always wear its complete registered 
colours.  It  is the  responsibility  of  the  Away  Team  to  ensure  that  its  uniforms  contrast 
sufficiently with those worn by the Home Team, and in any case of doubt, it is 
recommended  that  the  Home  Team  have  two  alternative  uniforms  available.  It  is also 
recommended that the Home Team also ensures that a set of uniforms, dissimilar 
from  their  first -choice  colours,  are available  at  the  venue,  for  use by  them  in  case of  an 
unavoidable colour clash.  

39.2 After  31 August,  no  Club  may  change  its  registered  first  choice  of  colours,  except  with 
the special agreement of Basketball England.  

39.3 For Matches  played on neutral courts,  or  promoted  by  Basketball  England(including 
Cup  and  final  ties)  Basketball  England  will  decide  in  its  sole  discretion which  colours 
are to be worn by each Team.  

http://www.fiba.basketball/documents
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MATCH  OFFICIALS  

40.  APPOINTMENT  AND  EXPENSES 

40.1 All  referees,  table  officials  and  statisticians  operating  in  National  Basketball  League 
and  Cup  Competitions  must  be  licensed  with  Basketball  England  and  must  comply 
with the Basketball England Match Officials Handbook.  

40.2  For all  Division  One  Men  and  Women,  Division  Two  Men  and  Women  and  Division 
Three  Men  league  fixtures,  National  Cup  and  Playoff  competitions,  all  referees  will 
be appointed by Basketball England for each Match.  

For Conference  League  Men,  referees  will  be  appointed  by  the  home  team.  Where a 
Conference League Men team is hosting a National Cup game or promotional 
playoff  fixtures,  all  referees  will  be  appointed  by  Basketball  England  for  each  Match.  

40.2.1 Where a fixture is scheduled, and referees are unable to be appointed by 
Basketball England the game will be postponed, with a maximum claim 
for compensation for court hire or minibus hire only to the maximum of  
£150 for senior teams and £100 for junior teams.  Invoices must be 
presented to Basketball England to make a claim.  

40.2.2  Should  a fixture  not  have  a referee  appointed  via Who's  the  Ref, the  home 
club  will  be  contacted  by  Basketball  England  to  seek for  them  to  appoint 
to their home game with the relevant number of referees.  

40.3  In  all  competitions,  the  Home  Club  shall  be  responsible  for  paying  the  Referee 
match fees and  expenses as set out in  Appendix 3.  

HMRC  expects  all  payments  to  be  made  by  bank  transfer  or  cheque.  All  officials  are 
responsible  for  paying  their  own  taxes  and  National  Insurance  and  must  comply 
with HMRC regulations.  

Officials are required to submit their expense forms for games that have taken place 
in the prior week no later than Monday morning at 0900, this includes any third 
party payment sites such as YesRef that many educational institutions utilize to 
make officials payments from, the official needs to ensure they are registered for 
this payment option.  Any  expense  form submitted after this time, will be considered 
as being submitted during the following week  

Teams must ensure that any payment made by BACS has cleared into the officials 
account no later than the second Tuesday after the expense form has been 
submitted.  

Where  payments  are not  received  on  the  second  Wednesday  after  the  expense  form 
has been  submitted,  the  official  will  need  to  submit  a late  payment  online  form  to 
Basketball  England,  for  the  payment  to  be chased.  If payment  is still  not  paid,  Basketball 
England  will  not  appoint  any  officials  to  the  next  home  game  until  payment  is made. 
If no  payment  is made  five  days  prior  to  the  next  scheduled  match,  then  the  game 
will be forfeited.  

For clubs  who  breach  this  on  the  second  occasion and further subsequent occasions 
they will be required to make payment in advance or on the day by BACS or by 
alternative  payment  by  cash which  must  be  made  prior  to  the  match.  An additional 
fine will be applied  to the club  as a breach  of payment of £25.00  per nonpayment of 
each official via the membership portal.  



50   

After  the third  occasion  of failure  to  make  a payments  will  result  in  disciplinary action 
against the club in line with regulation 49.  

40.4  For age group  competitions  and  Conference  League  Men  the  following  shall  apply:  

40.4.1  For all  Junior  NBL and  Conference  League  Mens  games  the  Crew  Chief  (and 
on  occasions, the Umpire)  may  be  appointed  by  Basketball  England  for  each 
Match. When an official  
is not appointed by Basketball England, the Home Club is responsible for 
the  appointment  of  licensed,  qualified  neutral  official(s)  who  must  have  no 
connection with the Home Club (the only exception to this is in line with 
Regulation  40.4.4). For those who use a third party regional/local Officials 
coordinator  to  appoint  Home  club  officials,  they  must  ensure  they  meet  the 
criteria  outlined  above,  with  ultimate  responsibility  still  with  the  Home  team 
for officials to meet this regulation.  
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40.4.2  In  the  event  of  a Home  Club  appointing  an  official  that  does  not  meet  all  of 
the  above  regulations  (40.4.) the  game  will  be  forfeited,  and  the  club  may be 
subject  to  disciplinary  procedures.  Please note  no  blame  can  be  placed  on 
the  local/regional  Officiating  Coordinators  as the  Home  team  have  ultimate 
responsibility.  

40.4.3   For Junior NBL Quarter Final Playoff matches onwards and Junior 
National  Cup  Semi  Final  matches  onwards  a neutral  Crew  Chief  and 
umpire will be appointed by Basketball England.  

40.4.4  In  the  case where  the  Home  Club  appoint  the  match  officials,  they  must 
Meet the following criteria  
(i)  Must  be  licenced with  Basketball  England  as a referee.  

(ii)  In the case that a referee is under 18, his or her co -official must beat 
least 18 years old, qualified (Level 2 minimum), and licenced as a 
referee with Basketball England.  

(iii)  No siblings/family  taking  part in  fixture.  

(iv)  Is not  registered  to  participate  in  the  same  competition.  

(v)  The Crew  Chief  must  be  completely  independent  from  the  club  and 
not hold any position in any capacity within a club.  

 
The number  of  referees,  at  each  level,  that  should  be  appointed  to  each  League  and/or 
Playoff Match should be as follows;  

 
LEAGUE N.O. REFEREES 

(LEVEL 2) 
N.O. REFEREES 

(LEVEL 1) 

Mens  Conference League  2 0  

Under  18 Premier  & Conference U16 
Premier  & Conference  
U14 Premier  

2 0  

Under 16 Regional 
Under  14 Conference  & 
Regional  
U12 Leagues  

1 1 

 
Basketball  England  reserves the  right  restrict  any referee  from  officiating  in  any 
ȷɆ˭ʻˋʦȇ Ɇȷ ʻɁȇˮ ǁʦȇ ɴɿʻ ǿȇȇɲȇǿ Ǹɿɲʣȇʻȇɴʻ ǁɴǿ ǿɿɴחʻ ɲȇȇʻ ʻɁȇ ʦȇʥˋɆʦȇǿ 
standard.  

Any  breach  of  this  regulation  will  result  in  the  game  being  declared  forfeit  by 
the Home Club.  

40.5  The Away Team may exercise its right to nominate a Team Representative to be 
seated  at  the  Scorer's  table  with  the  agreement  of  the  Crew  Chief.  

 
40.6  For appointments  to  all  National  Competition  Finals, Basketball  England  will  
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determine  the  appropriate  match  fee  and  mileage  rate  and  or  the  level  of  expenses 
that will apply.  

40.7  All  NBL Fixtures  shall  be  published  online  via the  Basketball  England  website.  A list  of 
all  fixtures  and  all  Senior  Referee  appointments  only  will  be  published  on  ƘɁɿ֩ʮ Theז 
łȇȷח ˣȇǷʮɆʻȇ֥ Ìʻ Ɇʮ ʻɁȇ responsibility of the Match Officials to gain access to this 
information on a weekly basis. Should a Club alter any of the information after 
12.00pm on a Friday, the Home Club shall be responsible for informing the Match 
Officials of the change and where an official attends a fixture that has been 
cancelled/postponed the Home Team is liable for the travel expenses and half of 
the match fee.  

41. TABLE  OFFICIALS  

41.1 Table  Officials  shall  be  provided  by  the  Home  Club,  who  should  be  neutral  officials 
and  not  associated  with  the  Home  Club  where  possible.  It  is the  responsibility  of  the 
Home  Club  to  pay  the  Table  Officials  match  fees and  expenses  in  accordance  with 
the  current  rates  of  Basketball  England  set out  in  Appendix  3. All Table  Officials  must 
wear the approved Basketball England uniform.  

41.2 The minimum number of Table Officials, at each level, that should be appointed to 
each League and/or Playoff Match should be as follows, this includes 24 second 
operators:  

 

LEAGUE N.O. TABLE  
OFFICIALS  

N.O. TABLE 
OFFICIALS  

N.O. TABLE 
OFFICIALS  

 (LEVEL 3-5) (LEVEL 2) (LEVEL 1) 

Division  One  Men  3  0  0  

Division  Two  Men  2  1 0  

Division  Three  Men  1  2 0  

Conference  League  Men  1  2 0  

Division  One  Women  2  1 0  

Division  Two  Women  1  2 0  

Under  18/16 Premier  1  1 1 

Under18/16  0   1 1 

Conference/Regional  
Under  14 Leagues  

0   1 1 

Under  12 Leagues  0   0  2 
 
 

 
41.3 In  any  cup  competition,  the  appointment  of  Table  Officials  should  be 

commensurate  with  the Division in  which  the Home  Team competes.  

Failure  to  meet  these  regulations  will  result  in  an  automatic  fine  being  imposed  (See 
Regulation 49.16).  
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42. STATISTICIANS  

42.1 Statisticians  shall  be  provided  by  the  Home  Club. It  is the  responsibility  of the  Home 
Club to pay the Statisticians expenses in accordance with the current rates of 
Basketball  England  set  out  in  Appendix  3. All  Statisticians  must  wear  the  approved 
Basketball England uniform.  

 
42.2 For Division One Men, Division One Women and Division Two Men games, or  games 

where teams from these divisions meet in Cup competitions, two statisticians who 
hold as a minimum the Introduction to Statistics qualification must be appointed to 
the game.  

Failure to meet these regulations will result in an automatic fine being imposed 
(See Regulation 49.16).  
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43. REFEREES 

Referees must wear the current Basketball England Officiating uniform, for all 
games in National Competitions.  

Clubs may submit reports on the handling of the Match by Referees. Any such 
reports  should  be  submitted  to  Basketball  England  within  48 hours  following  the 
Match to competitions@basketballengland.co.uk.  

44. FAILURE  TO ARRIVE  / DELAY  

44.1 All  Match  Officials  must  ensure  that  they  are present  at  the  venue  one  hour  prior  to  the 
scheduled  tip  off  time.  Referees should then  ensure  that  they  are present  on the 
playing  court 20 minutes  prior  to  the scheduled  tip  off  time.  

44.2 All  fixtures  require  two  suitably  qualified  referees  in  line  with  regulation  40 for  the 
game  to  take  place.  If it  is not  possible  to  allocate  two  referees  by  24 hours  prior  to 
the game taking place, then the game will be postponed. Should the teams not 
agree  to  a postponement,  the  matter  will be  referred  to  the  Competitions Review 
Panel to determine an outcome.  

If two  referees  were  appointed  to  a game,  however,  should  one  or  both  referees 
withdraw  less than  24 hours  prior  to  the  game  due  to  (a) injury,  (b) illness,  (c) unforeseen 
circumstances, then the following shall apply  

44.2.1 A member of either team who holds a suitable referee qualification and 
licenced  with  Basketball  England,  can  take over  with  agreement from  both 
teams.  

44.2.2 If no  suitable  replacement  referee  is available,  then  the  game  can  go  ahead 
with  one  referee,  only  if both  teams  agree  to  this,  and  the  referee  also agrees and is 
minimum  Level  2 qualified  and  18 years of  age. Alternatively, either team 
can  choose  to  postpone  the  game. If  the  game  is subsequently  cancelled  or 
postponed  as a decision  by  either  team,  the  game  must  be  rearranged  for  a 
later  date  in  line  with  regulation  23 in  terms  of  re-arranging  a fixture  and  any 
costs  incurred  are the  responsibility  of  the  home  team.  

 
44.2.3 In  the  event  of  a dispute  the  home  team  will  be  asked  to  provide  evidence to 

BE of  the  referee  appointments  within  seven  days of  the  original  fixture  date, 
that  should  have  taken  place.  Should  such  evidence  not  be  available,  this  may 
result  in  game being  declared  Forfeit  by  the  home  club.  

44.3 Should  all  referees  fail  to  arrive,  the  Game  Day Delegate  will  follow  Regulations  
44.2.1 to  44.2.3 (inclusive)  as far  as possible,  in  order  for  the  Match  to  take  place  

44.4 Once a referee is substituted, this shall not normally be changed, even if the 
designated  referee(s)  arrives.  The same  two  referees  shall  continue  throughout  the 
Match.  The Crew  Chief  shall  have  discretion  to  dis -apply  this Regulation  
44.5 in  exceptional  circumstances.  

44.5 In accordance with  the rules of  the  Match,  all table  officials  must  be  present  at  the  

mailto:competitions@basketballengland.co.uk
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scorer's table 30 minutes prior to the start of the Match. If a table Official is not 
present  at  the  scorer's  table  30  minutes  prior  to  the  scheduled Tip  off  time  without 
prior communication as to the reason for the delay (travel delay/unforeseen 
circumstances),  the  Game  Day Delegate  should  take  the  necessary  steps  to  appoint 
suitable  replacements.  

44.6  If a table  official has  failed  to  arrive  30  minutes  before  the  scheduled  starting  time,  and 
if no communication has been received by the organisers the following procedure 
should be adopted:  

44.6.1 If another  suitably  qualified  table  official  is at  the  venue  or  in  the  immediate 
vicinity,  he/she  shall  be  informed  that  their  services  may  be  required;  

44.6.2 If there is no suitably qualified table official available, the Game Day 
Delegate,  in  consultation  with  the  Crew  Chief  shall  decide  who  shall  be  the 
replacement table Official;  

44.6.3 If the table official fails to arrive by the time the Crew Chief signals three 
minutes,  then  the  substitute  official  will  be  the  timer;  or  

44.6.4 Once  the  table  official  is substituted  this  shall  not  normally  be  changed,  even 
if  the  designated  table  official(s)  arrives.  

44.7 In  the  event  of  injury  to  or  illness  of  a Match  Official  during  the  course  of  a Match,  the 
Crew Chief may appoint a substitute at their discretion in accordance with the 
procedure  set  out  in  Regulation  44 above.  

 
45. MEDIA  

Match Officials are not permitted to make comment to representatives of the media; 
on  any  public  websites  and/or  on  social  media,  including  any  electronic  format  over 
any  incidents  that  may  have  occurred  during  Matches  in  which  they  officiate.  Match 
Officials  who  breach  this  Regulation  will  be  investigated  under  the  Disciplinary  Code.  

MEDICAL  MATTERS  

46.  FIRST AID  AND  EQUIPMENT  

The Home  Club  shall  be  responsible  for  providing  suitable  first  aid  equipment  at  the 
venue  and  all teams  shall have a first  aider present.  Please refer  to the  standards  table in  
appendix  4 for  the  league  requirements  on  this  regulation.  

47. BLOOD  INJURIES  

During  a Match,  the  referees  must  order  any  Player  who  is bleeding,  or  has an open 
wound,  to  leave  the  playing  area. The Player  may  return  to  the  court  only  after  the 
bleeding has stopped and the area affected, or the open wound, has been completely 
and securely covered. Coaches should follow Basketball England Guidance document;  
Preventing Infectious  Diseases ֽ  Blood and Other Body Fluids  
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48.  ANTI -DOPING  
48.1 Any  person  for  whom  a positive  result  has been  determined  in  respect  of  the  use ofa 

prohibited substance (or refusing to take a test for such substances) shall 
automatically be referred to UK Anti -Doping who will determine the appropriate 
penalty under the WADA code.  

48.2 If a Player  has been  found  to  have  committed  an  anti -doping  rule  violation  during a 
Competition,  the  result  of  the  Match  shall  remain  valid.  However,  in  such  a case, the 
Player  in  question shall forfeit any  medals  and  prizes.  

48.3 In  accordance  with  UK Anti -Doping  Policy,  where  more  than  one  member  of  a team 
has been notified of a possible Anti -Doping Rule Violation in connection with an 
Event,  the  team  may  be  subjected  to  Target  Testing  during  the  Event  Period.  

Furthermore,  if  more  than  two  members  of  a team  are found  to  have  committed  an 
Anti -Doping Rule Violation during an Event Period, this shall be treated as 
misconduct  pursuant  to  the  disciplinary  rules  for  which  an  appropriate  sanction  shall 
be  imposed  on  the  team  (e.g., loss of  points,  Disqualification  from  a  Competition  or 
Event,  or  other  sanction)  over  and  above  any  Consequences  that  are imposed  on  the 
individual participants committing an Anti -Doping Rule Violation.  

In addition, the ruling body of the Event may provide in the Event rules for further 
(Event -specific)  sanctions  to  be  imposed  on  the  team  in  such  circumstances  

48.4 Players  will  receive  a provisional  suspension  in  accordance  with  Article  7.10 of  the  UK 
Anti -Doping Rules 2021. UKAD in conjunction with Basketball England will issue a 
.ʻɿ ǷɿʻɁ ʻɁȇ ľɠǁˮȇʦ ǁɴǿ the Club חąɿʻɆǸȇ ɿȷ WɁǁʦȺȇז  

 
DISCIPLINE  AND  DISPUTES 

49.  DISCIPLINARY  ACTION  

49.1 Matters considered a Serious Offence by Basketball England and those involving 
match  officials  will  be  considered  under  the  Basketball  England  Disciplinary  Code.  

49.2 Disciplinary matters related to misconduct by Participants, occurring during or 
immediately prior to, or following a Match will be considered by the Disciplinary 
Officer and/or Basketball England as appropriate.  

49.2.1  In special cases, as determined by the Disciplinary Officer in his or her sole 
discretion, a special Commission, comprising three persons, shall be  formed  to 
consider a particular disciplinary matter.  

49.3 Participants, Match Officials, Club Directors and other Club Officials or members 
may be fined and/or suspended for any disciplinary matter as decided by the 
Disciplinary  Officer  / Basketball  England.  A fine  up  to  £10,000  may  be  imposed  for  any 
single  offence.  Instead  of, or  in  addition  to,  fines  and/or  suspensions,  the  Disciplinary 
Officer / Basketball England may take such action in respect of the outcome of a 
game,  including  ordering  a replay;  deducting  points;  declaring  the  Match  void.  The 
penalties  for  common  offences  are set out  in  Regulation  49.16. The suggested  penalties 
are guidelines only and the imposition of such penalty is at the discretion of the 
Disciplinary  Officer  / Basketball  England  dependent  on  the  circumstances  on  each 
offence.  
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49.4 The Disciplinary  Officer  / Basketball  England  may  take  disciplinary  action  in  respect  of any 
matter  that  it  considers  to  be  liable  to  bring  disrepute  to  the  sport  of  Basketball  and/or 
Basketball  England.  Any  offence  committed  at  a Venue  before,  during  or  after  a Match 
by  any  Participants,  Match  Officials,  Club  Directors  and  other  Club  Officials  or  members 
will  be  referred  to  the  Disciplinary  Officer  under  Regulation  49.1. The Disciplinary  Officer 
may  also co-opt  as an any חǁʮʮɆʮʻǁɴʻז   special  technical  advisor  where  appropriate  in  order 
to assist in reaching a decision. The Disciplinary Officer shall at all times determine 
what evidence is admissible and what is not.  
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49.5  Any Club or individual may appeal against a decision of the Disciplinary Officer, 
Officer  of  Basketball  England  or  Competitions  Review  Panel  in  accordance  with  the 
Basketball England Appeals Policy  

49.6  by submitting  an appeal  with  Basketball  England  as follows:  

49.5.1 The grounds  for  the  appeal  must  be  submitted  by  the  appellant  in  writing  to 
Basketball  England  within  two  (2) days in respect  of Disciplinary  Officer  decisions  and  
withinseven  (7) days for other decisions  (unless  otherwise  specified)  of  
(i) the  appellant  being  notified  of  the  relevant  decision  or  (ii) the  date  of  any 
incident incurring automatic disciplinary points.  

49.5.2 The appeal must be accompanied by a deposit of £250 for senior 
competitions and age group competitions.  

49.5.3 An appeals panel appointed by Basketball England will review the appeal 
submission and will elect in its sole discretion to determine the validity of 
the  appeal either  (i) based  solely on  the  written  submission, or  (ii) on  the basis 
of the written submission and by hearing oral evidence given by the 
appellant  together  with  any  other  party  or  parties  who,  in  the  appeal  ʣǁɴȇɠחʮ 
opinion may be affected by the decision. For the avoidance of doubt, a 
personal hearing shall be convened solely at the discretion of the appeal 
panel chair and  is not an automatic  right of  the  appellant.  

49.5.4 Any  decision  of  the  appeals  panel  shall  be  final  and  binding  on  the  parties.  

49.5.5  The appeals panel shall determine whether the deposit is returned to the 
appellant  in  full,  in  part,  or  not  at  all. 

49.5.6  The Appeals  Panel  may  award  costs  and  expenses  against  the  appellant  as it 
deems appropriate.  

49.7 In the event of a Participant being disqualified or expelled from a Match, will 
automatically  be  considered  by  the  Disciplinary  Officer  under  the  following  process:  

49.6.1 Each  Match  Official  is required  to  submit  a written  report  on  the  matter,  to 
Basketball England  within 48  hours of the match finishing.  

49.6.2  Where a Participant has been disqualified and video of the incident is 
available  this  must  be  submitted  to  Basketball  England  within  72 hours.  

49.6.3  The Participant and/or the Club may also submit written reports if they so 
choose.  Each  of  these  reports  shall  be  prepared  by  its  author  making  clear as 
to evidence seen directly by the author.  

49.6.4  If a Participant is  guilty of  misconduct  not involving disqualification, which 
any of the Match Officials consider to be of sufficient gravity to warrant 
consideration  by  Basketball  England,  a report  should  be  submitted  by  them 
and the Club concerned notified accordingly, if appropriate.  
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49.8  A system of cumulative "penalty points" will apply, and a one game suspension 
comes  into  force  whenever  a Participant's  total  penalty  points  reaches  (or exceeds) 
each  of the  following  totals:  10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35 etc.  The suspension  will  take  effect  from  / 
or after 14 days after the disciplinary incident, as determined by the Disciplinary 
Officer / Basketball England.  

49.7.1 Disqualifications  automatically  invoke  the  following  minimum  penalty 
points:  

Player  or Bench  Personnel  7 
Coach  10 

49.7.2 In addition  the  following  automatic  fines  will  apply:  

2nd Disqualification in Season  £75 fine 
3rd  & Any  Subsequent  Disqualification  in  Season  £150 fine  

49.9  The Disciplinary  Officer  will  consider  whether  any  additional  penalty  points  should 
be  added  after  consideration  of  the  reports  referred  to  in  Regulation  49.6. This will 
normally be the case for disqualifications of a grievous nature. In the event of a 
report being submitted related to misconduct not involving disqualification, this 
will  be  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  Regulations  49.12 and  49.13, and,  if  the  report  is 
accepted, an appropriate number of penalty points allocated to the Participant 
concerned. Where visual evidence and/or other evidence is presented, and this 
evidence  indicates  that  other  persons  may  be  liable  for  disciplinary  action,  this  will 
only be actioned after the relevant party has been notified. Disciplinary points 
incurred  within  six weeks  prior  to  the  end  of  a season  will  be  carried  forward  until 30 
November of the following season.  

49.10 Disciplinary action in respect of automatic penalty points incurred by 
disqualification  will  come  into  force  on  the  14th  day  after  the  incident  or  as otherwise 
decided by the Disciplinary Officer / Basketball England during which time the 
Participant  will  be  able  to  appeal  under  Regulation  49.5. This does  not  preclude  the 
Disciplinary  Officer  from  imposing  further  penalty  points  or  a fine  for  the  incident. 
Whenever a fine is imposed on a Participant under Regulation 49.7, they are 
suspended from all basketball activity until the fine has been paid in full to 
Basketball  England.  

49.11 At  the  end  of  each  season, all  cumulative  totals  will revert to  zero, except  as set out  in 
Regulation 49.8.  

49.12 Match Officials shall not make any recommendation or comment, either in their 
report  or otherwise,  as to  the  disciplinary  action  that  they  consider  to  be  appropriate.  

49.13 Disciplinary action as a result of a decision of the Disciplinary Officer / Basketball 
England will normally come into effect on the 14 th day after the incident or as 
otherwise decided by the Disciplinary Officer / Basketball England. In all cases 
should an appeal be lodged against a decision of the Disciplinary Officer / Basketball 
England  or  automatic  points, any  disciplinary  action will  be  suspended until such 
time as the appeal is heard.  

49.14 Any  club,  player or  official  offering or  receiving  any  reward or  other  inducement  to  or 
from  another  club  or  person  to  win  or  lose a match,  or  being  found  guilty  of  placing a 
wager  on  any  basketball  match  in  which  they  are involved,  shall  be  deemed  guilty of 
misconduct, and shall be dealt with in accordance with Regulation  49.4 
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49.15 Any club which deliberately fields a weakened team without what Basketball 
England considers to be good reason, or is deemed to have deliberately lost a 
match, shall be deemed to be guilty of misconduct and may be dealt with in 
accordance with item 49.4. Basketball England may require teams to provide 
medical  certificates  in  cases of  doubt  regarding  illness  or  injury.  

49.16 Participants and or club officials shall not directly or indirectly approach Match 
Officials before, during or after the Match to give information or make comment 
which  may  be  regarded  as being  intended  to  influence  a Match  Official's judgment 
or  neutrality  in  any  way.  Such  action  will  be  regarded  as serious  misconduct  and  the 
offender and the club they represent will be dealt with in accordance with the 
Disciplinary  Code.  

Clubs  are responsible  for  their  spectators,  and  they  should  ensure  that  the  principles  of  the 
Disciplinary guidelines are followed at all times.  

49.17 The following  fines  will  automatically  be  imposed:  
 

OFFENCE PENALTY  

Failure to provide  qualified and licensed  Table  
Officials  and/or  Statisticians:  (Regulation  41) 

£40  per  official  and  possible  disciplinary  
action  for  the  club  

Forfeiture  of  fixture:  (Regulation  24) Senior:  
See Regulation  24 Junior:  
£100 - 1st offence  
£200  ֽ  subsequent  

Failure  to  attend  the  pre -match  meeting  and/or  
late  arrival  of  team  for  pre -Match  meeting  (5 
players): (Regulation 26.5)  

£50  

Failure  to  email  Scoresheet  as required:  
(Regulations  30.1 and  30.6  as applicable)  

£40  - 1st offence  
£60  - 2nd  offence  
1 Pts deduction  ֽ  subsequent  

Failure  to  live  webcast  the  FIBA LiveStats  game  as 
required:  (Regulation  30.2)  

£50  ֽ  1st 
£100 -2nd  Offence  
1 pts  deduction  -subsequent  

Failure  to  complete  FIBA Live Stats  retrospectively  
(stats  required  two  weeks  after  the  completion  of 
the fixture taking place) as required (Regulation 
scorers 30.2)  

£150.00  ֽ  1st Offence  
£250.00   ֽ2nd  Offence  
£500.00  ֽ  3rd  Offence  and  final  written 
warning  
Immediate  expulsion  from  league  ֽ  4th 
Offence  

Failure  to  update  result  service:  (Regulations  30.4  
and 30.5 as applicable)  

£15 - 1st offence  
£30  ֽ  subsequent  
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Failure  to  video  and  submit/upload  the  game  tape  
to  synergy  for  game  breakdown  (regulation  30.3 and 
30.8)  

£150.00  ֽ  1st Offence  
£250.00   ֽ2nd  Offence  
£500.00  ֽ  3rd  Offence  and  final  written 
warning  
Immediate  expulsion  from  league  ֽ  4th 
Offence  

Failure  to  Live stream  league  fixture.  
(regulation  30.4)  

£200.00  ֽ  1st Offence  
£400.00  ֽ  2nd  Offence  
£500.00  ֽ  3rd  Offence  and  final  written 
warning  
 
Immediate  expulsion  from  league  ֽ  4th 
Offence  

Failure  to  field  eight  players:  (Regulations  31.1) £50  

Failure  to  provide  appropriate  scoreboard  / 24 
seconds  device:  (Regulations  34.1 & 34.2) 

£100 

Failure  to  provide  adequate  stewarding:  
(Regulations  32.8) 

£50  

Fieldingan  Ineligible  Participant:  Minimum  £500  plus  consideration  by  the  
Competitions  Review  Panel  

Failure  to  ensure  branding  & 
visible  

numbering  shirts/court:  (National  
Basketball  League  Standards)  

£25 per  offence  

Failure  to  submit  nominations  for  the  hɴǿז 
of  ʮȇǁʮɿɴח awards  when  requested  

£150.00  per  team  

Team  arriving  on  the  playing  court  up  to  15 
minutes  after  the  scheduled  tip  off  time: 
(Regulations 22.7)  

£50  

Clubs will also be fined at the discretion of Basketball England for their failure to 
meet  any  of  the  National Basketball  League  Recommended  Standards.  The level  of 
fines  will  be  determined by  Basketball  England  in  its  sole  discretion.  

49.18 A Participant  under suspension  for a  Match  may not  participate in  the Match,  or act  as a 
Participant  from  20  minutes  prior  to  the  scheduled  starting  time  of  the  Match,  until 
after  the  end  of  the  Match.  They may  be  present  in  the  Venue  as a spectator  unless 
otherwise stated by the Disciplinary Officer / Basketball England. A person under 
suspension  from  a Match  is also barred  from  participating  in  any  other  Match(es)  in 
the  Competition(s)  for  which  they  may  be  eligible,  that  take  place  on  the  same  day  as 
the  Match  specified for their suspension, unless otherwise  decided  by the  Disciplinary 
Officer/ Basketball England.  

49.19 Failure  to  observe  a suspension  or  breaching  any  condition  applied  as part  of  a 
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suspension  is classed  as a breach  of  suspension.  Any  breach  of  suspension  will  result 
in  the  case being  referred  to  the  Disciplinary  Officer  and  further  disciplinary action 
will be taken.  

49.20  Suspension  will  apply  to  Matches  in  the  National Competitions.  They will not  apply  to 
other events, including FIBA competitions, unless otherwise determined by the 
Disciplinary Officer / Basketball England.  

49.21 The Disciplinary  Officer  shall  have  the  power  to  amend  the  awarding  of  automatic 
points  if  they  are of  the  opinion  that  a miscarriage  of  justice  has taken  place.  

50.  DISPUTES 

50.1 Any  dispute  or  complaint  relating  to  a Match  must  be  recorded  in  accordance  with 
the  procedure  indicated  in  Regulation  50.5  and  followed  by  submission  of  a written 
report,  which  must  be  received  at  the  Headquarters  of  Basketball  England  within  72 
hours of the completion of the Match in question. Such submission must be 
accompanied  by  a deposit  of  £100. The deposit  may  be  returned  if  the  complaint  is 
considered by Basketball England to be valid. Any Club that submits a complaint 
under  this  Regulation  50.1 must  also  send  a copy  of  the  complaint  to  the  opposing 
Club,  and  to  the  Match  Officials  for  the  Match  in  question.  Under  no  circumstances 
can  any  complaint  be  submitted  which  seeks to  question  the  validity  of  the  result  of 
the  Match  on  the  grounds  of  the  quality  of  Match  Officials  appointed  by  Basketball 
England or its nominees.  

50.2  Disputes  or  protests  in  respect  of  Matches  during  an  event  organised by  Basketball 
England  must  be  recorded  in  accordance  with  50.1, and  submitted  in  writing  within 
one hour of the completion of the match, accompanied by a deposit of £100, to a 
member of the Technical Commission or where no such person is present, to the 
senior representative of Basketball England in attendance.  

 
50.3  If either  team,  or the  Match  Officials,  has any reason  to  consider  the  circumstances  may 

be  such  as to  invalidate  or forfeit  a match,  this  should  be  stated  at  the  start  of the  game 
prior  to  tip  off,  and reported  to  Basketball  England  by  the Match  Officials  and the 
Home team. Should a match then take place or continue under the existing 
conditions  the  game  started  with,  it  then  cannot  be  disputed.  The Scoresheet  and 
all  reports  forwarded  to  Basketball England  who  will  determine  the validity of the 
events.  

 
50.4  If prior  to  or  during  the  course  of  a Match,  the  coach,  captain  or  representative  of  a 

competing  Team  has a complaint  related  to  these  Regulations,  they  should  notify 
the Crew Chief who shall record the matter. The Crew Chief should be notified 
immediately  if  the  ball is  dead  and  the  clock  is stopped, or at the  first opportunity 
thereafter.  The captain  of  the  Team  shall  make  their  observations  to  the  Crew  Chief  in a 
calm and courteous manner. The Crew Chief may explain their decision or, if 
necessary,  may  examine  the  Scoresheet  and  check  the  score  and  the  playing  time 
remaining.  The interruption  of  play  thus  caused,  should  it  exceed  30  seconds,  shall  be 
charged  as a Time -Out  to  the  team  in  question,  unless  the  Crew  Chief,  recognising 
the  validity of  the  observation,  decides otherwise.  

50.5  If, at  the  end  of  a Match,  a Team  considers  that  it  has suffered  unreasonable  harm  by 
virtue  of  any  occurrence  connected  with  the  Match,  with  the  exception  of  decisions 
by the match officials, the captain of the Team may sign the Scoresheet "under 
protest".  The captain  of  the  team  wishing  to  sign  the  scoresheet  under  protest  must 
notify the Crew Chief immediately after the final buzzer. Once the final buzzer 
sounds  the  scorer  is required  to  record  the  time  at  the  bottom  of  the  
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scoresheet.  The Crew  Chief  should  ensure  that  the  Scoresheet  remains  open  until  the 
15-minute period has elapsed. If there is no request to protest the game, the 
scoresheet  can  be  signed  by  all  officials  to  mark  the  closing  of  the  game.  All  Match 
Officials should remain at the disposal of the Crew Chief until the Scoresheet has 
been  signed by all parties.  If a Team signs  the Scoresheet  "under  protest", it  must  then 
adopt  the  procedure  indicated  under  Regulations  50.1 and  50.2  to  ensure  the  protest 
is valid.  Regardless of subsequent actions,  by signing  the  Scoresheet  "under  protest",  a 
club  becomes  automatically  liable  to  pay  the  deposit  of  £100  

50.6  All disputes and protests relating to Matches will be considered by the Competitions 
Review Panel.  

50.7  For disputes relating to Standard Contracts or transfers, the parties involved may 
apply  to Basketball England  to convene an arbitration to resolve the dispute. Any 
such arbitration shall be governed by the Arbitration Act 1996 and amounts to a 
binding  arbitration  agreement  for  the  purposes  of Section  6 of that  Act.  The seat of the 
arbitration  shall  be  England.  All  costs  relating  to  the  arbitration  shall  be  determined 
by  the  arbitrator(s) in  their  absolute  discretion.  

50.8  Where the query or complaint relates to complaints about the governance or 
administration  of  the  Competition  by  Basketball  England,  such  complaints  will  be 
dealt with through the Basketball England complaints procedure..  

MISCELLANEOUS  

51. GOVERNING  LAW  

These Regulations  and  any  disputes  or differences  arising  in  relation  to  them  shall  be 
governed in all respects by English law.  

52. JURISDICTION  

Any dispute arising out of or in connection with these Regulations (including any 
dispute or question about the existence or validity of these Regulations) shall be 
resolved  in  accordance  with  these  Regulations  and/  or  the  Articles  of  Association  of 
Basketball  England  and  decisions  made  pursuant  to  these  Regulations  shall  be  final 
and  binding on  all Clubs,  players  and other  parties.  

53. SEVERABILITY  

If any of the provisions of these Regulations shall be found to be void or 
unenforceable, such provisions shall be deemed to be deleted from these 
Regulations  and  the  remaining  provisions  of  these  Regulations  shall  continue  in  full 
force and effect.  

54. VARIATIONS  

These Regulations  may  be  varied  from  time  to  time  (whether  by  way  of  alteration, 
addition,  deletion  or  otherwise) by  the  Executive  Board.  

Basketball England shall  ȺɆˢȇ ɴɿʻ ɠȇʮʮ ʻɁǁɴ ʻɁɆʦʻˮ Ǹɠȇǁʦ ǿǁˮʮח ɴɿʻɆǸȇ to  each Club of  any 
changes to these Regulations before they are effective unless exceptional 
circumstances  apply  and  in  which  case as much  notice  as is reasonably  practicable 
shall be given.  



64   

 
 

APPENDIX  1 

LICENCE CARDS & AGE ELIGIABILITY  

 
CATEGORY BORN BETWEEN  

Senior  Players  31/08/2001  or  earlier  

Under  23 01/09/2001  -31/08/2004  

Under  21 01/09/2003  -31/08/2006  

Under  18 01/09/2006   ֽ31/08/2008  

Under  16 01/09/2008   ֽ31/08/20010  

Under  14 01/09/2010   ֽ31/08/2014  

Under  12 01/09/2012  - 31/08/2015  

 

CATEGORY ELIGIBILITY  

Senior  Eligible  only  to  play  in  Senior  competitions,  a player 
must have attained their 15th birthday.  

Under  21 Eligible  to  play  in  Senior  competitions.  

 
Under  18 

Eligible  to  play  in  Under  18 competitions  and  above. 
Minimum age permitted is for the player to be 
attaining  their  15th birthday  from  the  1st September 
2024 this permits all players  
in  School  Year 10. 

 
Under  16 

Eligible  to  play  in  Under  16 competitions  and  above. 
minimum age permitted is for the player to be 
attaining  their  13th birthday  from  the  1st September 
2024 this permits all players  
in  School  Year 8. 

 
Under  14 

Eligible  to  play  in  Under  14 competitions  and  above. 
minimum age permitted is for the player to be 
attaining  their  11th birthday  from  the  1st September 
2024 this permits all players  
in  School  Year 6. 

 
Under  12 

Eligible  to  play  in  Under  12 competitions  and  above. 
minimum age permitted is for the player to be 
attaining  their  10th  birthday  from  the  1st September 
2024 this permits all players  
in  School  Year 5. 
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APPENDIX  2 

LICENCE FEES 

TEAM  ENTRY FEES 
DESCRIPTION  COST 

Division  One  Men  (inc. National  Cup)  £850.00  

Division  Two  Men  (inc. National  Cup)  £700  

Division  Three  Men (inc.  National  Cup)  £620  

Conference  League  Men  (inc  National  Cup)  £450  

Division  One  Women  (inc. National  Cup)  £470  

Division  Two  Women  (inc. National  Cup)  £420  
 

Junior  NBL ֽ  Premier  League  Entry  £160 
Junior  NBL ֽ  Conference  League  Entry  £140 

Junior  NBL ֽ  Regional  League  Entry  £120 

Junior  NBL ֽ  Under  12 competitions  £90  

Junior  National  Cup  Entry  £50  

CLUB AFFILIATION  FORM 
 

DESCRIPTION  COST 

Senior  Only  Club  £100 

Senior  & Junior  Club  £100 

Junior  Only  Club  £80  
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MEMBER  REGISTRATION  FEES 

 
 

NBL COMPETITION  LICENCE (Includes  
as part  of  your  membership  price) LICENCE  
TYPE NATIONALITY  AGE 

 
 
CATEGORY 

 
 
FEE 

 

 
Adult  Player  

National  18+ NBL ֽ  All  Divisions  £75.00  

Non -national  21+ NBL ֽ  All  Divisions  ֽ
Type  1 

£525.00  

Non -national  21+ NBL ֽ  All  Divisions  - Type 2 £160.00  

Non -national  18-21 NBL ֽ  All  Divisions  £75.00  

 

 
Players  18 and 
under  

 

 
All  

 

 
Under  18 

 
Under  18 
Under  16 
Under  14 
Under  12 

 
£40.00  

 
 
Coach  

 
 
All  

18+ Senior  NBL games  £75.00  

18+ 
Junior  NBL games  only  £40.00  

Bench  Personnel   
All  

18+ All  £50.00  

18+ Junior  NBL games  only  £32.00  

 
Referee  

 
All  

18+ Senior  NBL games  £80.00  

18+ Junior  NBL games  only  £32.00  

Under  18 Junior  NBL games  only  £20.00  

 

 
Table  Official  

 

 
All  

18+ Senior  NBL games  £50.00  

Under  18 Senior  NBL games  £40.00  

18+ Junior NBL  games  £32.00  

Under  18 Junior  NBL games  £20.00  

 
 
Statistician  

 
 
All  

18+ Senior  NBL games  £50.00  

Under  18 Senior  NBL games  £40.00  

18+ Junior NBL  games  £32.00  

Under  18 Junior NBL  games  £20.00  

Note:  A FIBA fee will  be  added  to  any  competition  licences  (if applicable).  
 
Prices detailed in the table are our early bird prices. These will increase at a date on 30 September 
2024.  
 
After this date:  
Prices for performance membership (which includes all NBL licence fees) will increase by £5.  
Prices for participant memberships (which include all regional and local level competitions) will 
increase by £3.  
 
All NBL and  Jnr. NBL players require a performance membership and validation of their licence to be active and 
insured.  
  
Coaches and officials operating at senior NBL level require a performance membership and validation of their licence 
to be active and insured.   
Those coaching or officiating only Jnr. NBL need only become a participant member and validation of their licence to 
be active and insured.   
Those coaching and officiating with a valid performance membership and licence for senior NBL can also operate in 
Jnr NBL.
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APPENDIX  3 

MATCH  FEE AND  EXPENSES 
 

TYPE OF MATCH  REFEREES 
TABLE 

OFFICIALS & 
STATISTICIANS  

Division One Men  £49.00  £30.00  

Division Two Men  £47.00  £25.00  

Division One Women & Division Three Men  £40.00  £21.00 

Division Two Women  £29.00  £15.00 

Conference Mens League  £27.00  £15.00 

Under 18 & Under 16  £24.00  £13.00 

Under 14 & Under 12  £22.00  £12.00 

In National Cup competitions fees will be charged at the rate of the highest team taking 
part in the game.  

The rate does not change based on whether the game is officiated with two or three 
referees.  

For  Junior  NBL regular  season  games,  the  total  match  fee  and  expenses  that  may  be claimed  
each  game  by  each  official  shall  not  exceed  a combined  total  of  £35.00.  

For  all  Junior  Playoff  matches  the  £35.00  max  claim  will  not  apply  to  ensure  suitable officials 
can be appointed.  

1.  Expenses  paid  to  officials  will  either  be  in  the  form  of: 

(a)  Travel  by  Rail:  the  actual  fare  paid  up  to  a maximum  of  second -class ordinary 
return;  and  

(b)  Travel  by  Road:  45.0p  per mile.  This figure  does  not apply  where  the  official  is using  a 
company car, in which case the rate shall be 18.0p per mile for all 
mileage. (NB - ʮȇȇ ǁɠʮɿ ɿȷȷɆǸɆǁɠחʮ ȇ˭ʣȇɴʮȇʮ ǸɠǁɆɲ ȷɿʦɲʮ ȷɿʦ ȷˋʦʻɁȇʦ 
details).  

All  receipts  for  train/bus  travel  should  be  supplied  along  with  the  expenses  claim  form.  
 
2.  For officials  who  are officiating  more  than  one  game  in  a day, travel  expenses  should  be 

split between each home team equally.  

3.  For all  officials,  a subsistence  allowance  of  £10.00  may  be  claimed  when  an  official  is 
necessarily  away  from  home  in  excess of  10 hours.  (This paragraph  shall  not  apply  to 
Basketball England National Competition Finals events).  

In  all  competitions,  the  Home  Club  shall  be  responsible  for  paying  the  match  fees and 
expenses  (all  receipts  for  train/bus  travel  should  be  supplied  along  with  the  expenses 
claim form) as set out in Appendix 3.  
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HMRC expects all payments to be made by bank transfer or cheque. All  officials  are 
responsible  for  paying  their  own  taxes  and  National  Insurance  and  must  comply  with HMRC  
regulations.  
Payments  by  BACS must  be  paid  in  line  with  regulation  40.3. Any  failed payments  will result  
in  disciplinary  action  against  the  club  in  line  with  regulation  49 

 
 
 



69   

 
APPENDIX  4 

NATIONAL  BASKETBALL  LEAGUE STANDARDS  
 

 
 

 
D1*/2 Men  

 
D3 
Men/Confe  
rence 
League  
Men  

 
D1 Women  

 
D2 Women  

U18/16 
Premier  
League  

U18/16 
Conference/  
Regional 
League  

U14 
Premier  
League  

U14 
Conference/  

Regional 
League  

U12 
Mixed/  
Girls  

STATISTICS Mandatory  use of FIBA LiveStats 
software for the provision of 
statistics  

 

 

  

 

      

 Provision  of  statistics  desirable  but 
not  mandatory  

  

 

  
 

 

    

HUDL Mandatory  use of  video  recording  a 
game  and  uploading  to  Synergy  for 
game footage breakdown   

Div  1 Only  

  

 

      

VIDEO  RECORDING OF 
GAME  

Desirable  for  a fixture  to  be  s Ɇǿȇɿחʮ by 
the  HOME  team,  stored  and  shared 
with opposing team and officials 
when requested access.  
Club  responsible  for  storage  of 
video for the season. To be 
mandatory  2023 -24 

 

 

 

Div 2 Only  

 
 

 

  
 

 

     

LIVE STREAMING  Mandatory use of filming a 
minimum of five games via BE 
YouTube Channel and having 
internet  connect  to  Live Stream  the 
fixture.  

 

 

 
 

 
Desirable  
2024 -25 

      

GAMEDAY  REPORTING Home, away and referees to 
complete a game day report of 
feedback after a game has taken 
place  to  ensure  teams  are meeting 
league  standards.  

 

 
Div 1 Men  
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FIRST AID  A Sports  Therapist  to  cover  home 
games and post game for each 
team  and/or  First  Aid  person  to  be 
provided  by  home  team  (to  cover 
both  teams).  within  their  team  and 
present during the match  

 
 

 

  
 

 

      

 First Aid at Work Certificate / 
Emergency  Aid  Certificate  holder  is 
present at each game/venue.  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Defibrillator  to  present  at  the  venue 
preferably  court  side, no  more  than  5 
minutes from the playing court.  
Desirable  for  2024 -25 and  enforced 
2025 -26 for all leagues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROMOTION  - A CLUB 
SHOULD PROMOTE  ITS 
MATCHES AND THE 
CLUB TO A LEVEL 
COMMENSURATE 
WITH ITS STATUS. A 
WEBSITE  IS 
DESIRABLE.  

PA/Music,  court  announcer  and 
team  introductions.  

 

 

  

 

      

Clubs  are required  to  supply  media 
reports  and  complete  the  relevant  
media  documents  following  the 
game.  

 

 

  

 

      

Clubs  are required  to  supply  forms 
of digital media as requested to  
assist in  the  promotion  of  the  game 
and reporting. Photos / videos  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    

Clubs are required to have 
minimum  of  two  social  media 
outlets  
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GAME  PROMOTION, 
TEAMS TO PROMOTE 
THEIR LEAGUE GAME 
ON SOCIAL  MEDIA, ALL 
GRAPHICS MUST 
INCLUDE BE SPONSOR 
LOGOS, BE/NBL  LOGOS 
AND  TEAM  LOGOS AT A  
MINIMUM.  

Minimum of seven graphics. 
Promotion 48 hrs prior to game 
taking place. Day of the game 
ʻȇǁɲʮ ɠɆʮʻʮ֟ ʮʻǁʦʻɆɴȺ ȷɆˢȇʮחʮ֟ ʥˋǁʦʻȇʦ֟ 
half  time  scoreline  and  result  with 
top three scorers details.  

 

 

 
 

 

      

Minimum of six graphics. 
Promotion 48 hrs prior to game 
taking place. Day of the game 
teams lists, quarter, half time  
scoreline  and  result  with  top  three 
scorers  details.  

 
 

 

  
 

 

     

GAME  DAY 
PERSONNE 
L 

That  the  club  has the  appropriate 
level  of  stewarding  at  all  matches.  
Minimum  one  steward  per  100 
people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 Ensure  that  there  are an adequate 
number of club personnel for 
match  day  tasks  and  stewarding.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 The club has a nominated 
Gameday  Delegate  present  during 
each teams fixture, this must be 
the persons only role and named 
person.  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

COACH 
QUALIFICATION  AND 
THOSE 
ADMINISTRATING  THE 
CLUB. 

Level III Coach, assistant coach,  and a 
Secretary with experience of club 
administration.  

 

 
Div  1 Only  

  

 

      

Level II Coach  and  a Secretary  with 
experience of club administration  
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ALL CLUBS ARE 
REQUIRED TO HAVE 
SUFFICIENT 
COACHING  AND 
PLAYING  PERSONNEL 
TO ENABLE ALL 
LEAGUE FIXTURES  
TO BE COMPLETED  ON 
THE RELEVANT  DAYS. 

Player  coaches  permitted  but  must 
have  an assistant  coach  named  on 
the score sheet  

  

 

  

 

     

Team  Manager  required   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identified person responsible for 
social  media,  marketing,  promotion 
and  PR 

 

 

  

 

      

 
*All  Division  One  Mens  teams  agree  to  meet  the  standards  that  are more  formalized  within  this  table  in  line  with  Appendix  17. 
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APPENDIX  5 

BASKETBALL  ENGLAND  FACILITIES  STANDARDS  
PLAYING  COURT 

The playing  court  shall  be  marked  with  50  mm  lines,  as per  the  Official  Basketball  Rules. Lines 
should  be  of  a contrasting  colour  to  the  floor  colour.  

The height  of  the  ceiling  or  the  lowest  obstruction  above  the  playing  floor  shall  be  a minimum  of 7 
metres.  

Lighting  should  be  uniform  across  the  playing  area  and  a minimum  of  500  lux.  The 

temperature  of  the  playing  area should  be  between  16°C -19°C. 

The official  size court  for  Senior  Division  1 Men  and  Women  and  Division  2 Men  is 28m  x 15m. 
Venues  with  the  older  court  size court  size of  26m  x 14m are only  permitted  in Division  Three, 
Division Two Women,  and Junior NBL.  

The minimum  required  safety  run  to  any  obstruction  including  table  equipment  and team 
benches  is 2m  for  senior  competitions  and  1m for  junior  competitions.  

Fig.1 Basketball  Court  Dimensions  and  Set Up  
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ADVERTISING  BOARDS  

Advertising  boards  can  be  located  around  the  court  and  must  be  a minimum  of  2 metres 
from  the  end  line  and  side  lines.  Boards  should  not  exceed  a height  of  1 metre.  

 
SEATING   

Minimum  seating  requirements:  
Division  One  & Two  Men*  250  
Division  Three  Men*  100 
Conference  League  Men*  50  
Division  One  Women*  100 
Division  Two  Women*  50  
Junior  Leagues*  (as appropriate)  50  

 
*Must  have  adequate  provision  for  disability/wheelchair  users, this  should  be  of six or one  to every 
100 of seated capacity.  

SPECTATOR NUMBERS  

Provision  of  the  number  of  spectators  required  for  a Division  One  Mens  Fixture  to  build  the fan  
base  and  game  day  experience.  Failure  to  meet  this  couldresult  in  removal  from  the league 
in question.  

 
 2022 -23 2023 -24 2024 -25 2025 -26 

SPECTATORS 50  100 150 250  

 
CHANGING  FACILITIES  

 
The home  club  shall  ensure  that  two  separate  changing  rooms  can  accommodate  a 
minimum  of  17 people  per  team  are available  and  include  access to  shower  and  toilet 
facilities.  

A further two separate changing rooms which can accommodate three people (both male  
and  female  officials)  with  access to  a seating  area, showers  and  toilet  facilities  are also required  
for  use by  match  officials.  Ideally  there  should  have  access to  store  ʻɁȇ ɿȷȷɆǸɆǁɠʮח belongings 
and clothing.  

EQUIPMENT  

RING AND  BACKBOARDS  

The home club shall ensure that in respect of each match played at its home venue, 
pressure -release  rings  meeting  European  Standard  EN 1270 are used  with  70  kilogram  flex 
break.  

 
The ring  should  be  fixed  to  the  framework  in  such  a manner  so that  no  force,  transmitted  by 
the ring is directly applied to the backboard.  

The height  of  the  ring  will be  3,050mm  from  the top  edge  down  to  the  playing  surface.  Nets 
shall  be  white  in  colour  and  suspended  from  the  ring  no  less than  400mm  and  450mm  in 
length.  
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Fig. 2 Drop  down  goal  support structure  example  
 

Backboards  shall  measure  1,800 mm  horizontally  and  1,050 mm  vertically. Backboards can 
be  made  of  timber  or  transparent  material with  a minimum  thickness  of  19mm  

All  lines  on  the  backboards  shall  be: 
Å In white,  if the  backboards  are transparent.  

Å In black,  if  the  white  painted  backboards  are non -transparent.  

Å 50mm  in  width.  

 
Fig. 3 Backboard  markings  

 

Suitable  padding  is fixed  to  the  backboard  edges  in  all  Senior,  Under  18 and  Under  16 matches 
played at its home venue.  

Venues  with  older  backboards  measuring  1,800 mm  by 1,200 mm  must  ensure  that  fixed 
padding is provided for all levels of competition.  
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Fig. 4 Backboard  Padding  Example  
 

FLOOR TYPE 

The playing  surface  should  meet  the  requirements  of  BS EN 14904:2005.  Ball  bounce  must also  
achieve  a minimum  of  90%  rebound  and  friction  is to  be  between  80 -110 when measured  
with  a pendulum  slip  test  device.  The preferred  floor  type  is an  A4 timber  floor with  FIBA 
approval.  Carpet,  solid  granwood  or  macadam  floor  surfaces  are not  suitable.  

SCORING 

The Home  Club  shall  ensure  that  its  home  venue  provides  an  electronic  scoreboard  and 
game  clock  which  can  be  read  by  the  Players, Match  Officials  and  spectators  throughout the  
course  of  the  Match.  The clock  must  at  least  show  the  passing  of  time  in  minutes  and running  
score. In  the  event  of  a game  clock  being  of  such  position  that  it  is not  possible  for both  
Teams  to  have  an equally  good  view  of  it;  the  Home  Team  must  notify  the  Crew  Chief  at the 
pre -Match meeting.  

Fig. 5 Basic  Scoreboard  Example  
 

For Senior  Men  Division  1 and  2 and  Division  1 Women  electronic  scoreboard  with  digital 
countdown  to  show  score, time,  team  fouls  and  time -outs  are mandatory.  

For Matches  in  the  Men's  and  Ƙɿɲȇɴחʮ League  and  Cup, the  device  must  have  a digital 
display showing countdown and score.  

For all  Matches  in  the  Senior  National  Basketball  League  and  Under  18 and  16 Premier 
Leagues a suitable 24 -second device is required and must reset to 14 seconds. Shot 
clocks  should  be  visible  to  all  players  and  officials.  Preferred  location  directly  above  the 
backboard.  
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Fig. 6 Basic  Shot  Clock  Example  
 

TABLE  EQUIPMENT  

The five  player  foul  markers  provided  for  the  timer  shall  be  of  white  colour  numbered  from 1 
to  5 (1 to  4 in  black  and  the  number  5 in  red).  

The two  team  foul  markers  provided  for  the  timer  shall  be  of  red  colour  and  clearly  visible  to 
everyone  involved  in  the  game,  including  the  spectators,  when  positioned  on  either  side  of 
ʻɁȇ ʮǸɿʦȇʦחʮ ʻǁǷɠȇ֥ 

The alternating  possession  arrow  must  be  positioned  in  the  centre  of  the  ʮǸɿʦȇʦחʮ table  and shall  
be  clearly  visible  to  everyone  involved  in  the  game,  including  the  spectators.  

Electrical  or electronic  devices  may  be  used  but  they  shall  meet  the  above  specifications.  

BASKETBALLS  

The official  approved  ball  of  Basketball  England  shall  be  played  with  for  all  matches  in  the 
National  Basketball  League.  The following  ball  sizes must  be  used  for  all  matches  in  the 
National Basketball League;  

Å Senior  Men  Size 7 (Wilson  NXT) 
Å Senior  Women  Size 6 (Wilson  NXT) 
Å Under  18 Boys Size 7 (Wilson  Evolution)  

Å Under  18 Girls Size 6 (Wilson  Evolution)  

Å Under  16 Boys Size 7 (Wilson  Evolution)  

Å Under  16 Girls Size 6 (Wilson  Evolution)  

Å Under  14 Girls Size 5 (Wilson  Reaction  Pro) 
Å Under  14 Boys Size 6 (Wilson  Reaction  Pro) 
Å Under  12 Girls Size 5 (Wilson  Reaction  Pro) 
Å Under  12 Mixed  Size 5 (Wilson Reaction Pro)  

 


